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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.S0
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIO fl-GO VERNMENT MOTOR
VEHICLES.

.1 .~tq Cost, Trufflec Fees, etc.

Hon. A. THOMSON (without notice)
asked thle Chief Secretary: When may I ex-
pect to havec placed on the Table the return
asked for oin the 14th November, de'aling
with tile name11 and type of Government
vehicles supplied to each departmenit7 etc.

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: I
have no knouwledge of the stage reached with
the report in questiov, but I told the hon.
member at the time that hie w~as asking for
something that wouldi he expcensive and
would take a long while to prepare.

EILL-AFPROPIATION.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first timle.

BIL-r-LAYD TAX AND INCOXE TAX,

Assembly's Furthier Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it evoutin~ued to decline

to make the amendment requested by the
Council, now considered.

lIn ('owmit tee.

Hon. J'. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment re-
qluested by the Coutncil, declined by the As-
semably, pressed by the Council, and again
declined by the Assembly, is as follows--

Thet Schedule-second part -Delete the
word " ten'' in the third line of (lause 3 and
Substitute the ward ''twenty.'-

With the return of the Bill, the Council's
Standing Orders-]. am speaking- subject to
correction-arc exhausted, and I think that
is also tile position from the point
of view of the Assembly's Standing
Orders. Otur Standing Order 240 sets
out various motions that may he moved
when a Bill is returned to the Council by the
Asselably with any request not agreed to
or agr-eed to with modifications. The amend-
ment has not been returned with a modifica-
tion but the Assembly has merely declined to

~cacpl t the Council's presscd amendment.
The stage we have reached is rather supposi-
titious, jtust as is the stage that the Assembly
has reached. The Lower House has con-
tillIt(l to decline to make the requested
nnmendmient pressed by this Chiamber. The
Conimitlee wvould he in order in sending the
Bill hack to the Assembly with a notification
that it continued to press its requested
amendment.

iRon. J. Nicholson: Should not the
Assembly have asked for a COnferenceY

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly could
have asked for a eonfterence; it was also not
within the province of thle Committee to re-
coin id the Council to request a colirer-
ence.

H4o. J. J. Hlolmes: If we send the Bill
back, could the Assembly ask for a con-
ference?

The CHAIRMA'N: Of course it could; the
Assembly has done so before.

Tile CIHTEF SECRETARY:If move-
That tile reqiucsted auicudment he no longer

pressed.

Huon. 1I, SEDDON: The best course is for
the Council to continue to press its re-
quested amendment, leaving the Assembly,
more or less, to secure the release of tile
deadlock.
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Question put and negatived; the Council's
requested amendment again pressed.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,"
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

BILL-FNAqCiAL EMERGENCY TAX.

A ssembly's Further Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it continued to decline
to make the amendments requested by the
Council, now considered.

In committee.

Hon. J1. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We are in
the same posvition regarding this Bill as we
were wvith the Land Tax and Income Tax Bill.
As I understand the attitude of members,
they are not prepared to alter their decision
regahiig this measure until such time as
the Financial Emergency Tax Assessment
Act Amendment Bill has been dealt with. I
propose to followv the same course as I did
regarding the previous Bill, and I move-

TIbat the reqnested amendments be no
longer pressed.
Immediately, ve have dealt with this measure,
members will have an opportunity to deal
with the Financial Emergency Tax Assess-
ment Act Amnendment Bill.

Hon. C. F. BAXTERZ: I trust the House
will continue to ask for this amendment to
be mnade. No plea has been advanced as to
wvhy we should not press this request.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T cannot
allow the hon. member's remarks to pass
without comment. He said that no plea had
been put up as to why we should not con-
tine to press for this amendment. I think
the hon. member is aware why T have not
precipitated a debate.

Bon. C. F. Baxter: I did not mean that.
The CHIEF SECRlETARY: That is what

the hon. member said. Consequently I have
to Justify myi motion. I have previously
fold the House that this Bill is in accordance
with G'overnment policy. The Government
desires to relieve those on the lower incomes,
of Id. in the pound finncial emergency tax-
ation. The Hlouse. in accordance with Mr.
Blaxter's suggestion. dee-ided that Ave should

relieve all financial emergency taxpayers of
Id. in the pound, irrespective of what their
earnings might be.

Hon. G. W. Miles: He wants the matter to
go to a conference.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is all
right; but I cannot allow the hon. member
to suggest that no plea was put up. I put
forward the fact, not as a plea but as a
justification, that Government policy, as
approved by the electors at the last general
election, is to the effect that those on the
lowver grades, with family responsibilities,
are entitled to some relief. The measure pro-
i'ides for that relief to be given, but
the Government cannot possibly accept an
amendment providing for everybody to be
relieved, because that would result in the loss
of additional revenue running into thousands
of pounds.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I assure the
Leader of the House that I did not intend to
east any reflection on him. He certainly
put up a very good case against the amend-
ment, from the point of view of the Govern-
ment. What I wished to convey was that
when returning the Bill disagreeing with the
amendment another place did not trouble to
give any reasons for its attitude.

Question put and negatived; the Council's
requested amendment again pressed.

RESOLUTION-PUBLIC BUILDINGS.

To Inquire by Joint Oomrittee-Assembly's
Message.

Message froom the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
provisos made by the Council to the Assem-
bly's resolution that a Committee of members
of both Houses he appointed to consider
alternative sites for the erection of public
buildings; and that Mr. Patrick had been
appointed to the Committee as the fourth
representative of the Assembly.

BILI,-SUPERANlUATION AND
rAMILY BENEFITS ACT AMEND-

MENT.

Assembly's Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Council.
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BILL-FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
*ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 30th November.

*THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson-West-in reply) [4.63]:- The
measuire is similar to that which has been in-
troduced each session for some years past,
and is rendered necessary by the desire of
the Government to provide exemption cover-
ing the basic wage. The Bill simply provides
that the exemption shall be raised to £4 3s.
per week in respect to wage-earners and £216
per annum in respect to salary-earners.
Thcre is no need for me to enter upon a
lengthy explanation as to why the Govern-
mient has submitted the measure, which is in
accordance with the Government's policy,
exercised for some years past.

9Question put and passed.
Bill read a seconid time,

lot committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1, 2-agreed to.

Clause 3-Amendment of Section 4:
Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I move an amend-

mert-
That in lines 5 and 6i, of paragraph (i),

the word ''sixteen'' be strnck out and the
word "Cthirteen'' inserted in lieu.

My object is to bring the basis down to last
year's figuare. The Government has always
complained that it cannot get enough rev-
enue, and now it is trying in every way to
reach out for amounts outside the usual
sources of revenue and at the same time it
is extending the exemptions to one particu-
lar section of the community. That section
more than any other section, is enjoying
free services, and that is not right. Step by
step the exemptions have gone on year by
year- I hope the Rouse will support the
amendment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: in opposing
the amendment I need not say more than I
have already said in this Chamber. If we
agree to the amendxent it will mean that a
large number of people who for some years
past have been exemnpt from financial emer-
genev taxcation wtill Ind themnselves compelled
to0 par. That is entirely opposed to the

policy of Lhe Glovernment and, for that
reason, I shall strenuously oppose the amend-
men t. F rom past experience, however,
l realise that I amn only beating the air in
trying to convince members that the policy
of the Government should be put into force
against the ideas of some members of this
House.

The CHAIRMAN: I ask members to
turn to page 131 of the Standing Orders,
where they will find that Section 46, Sub-
section (3), of the Constitution Act sets
out-

The tcgislhitivc Counicil niay not amiend any
Bill so as to inbrense any proposed charge or
burden on the people.

By carrying the amendment submitted by
Mr. Baxter we may be imposing a burden
on someone. There is really no need for the
amendment. If members will bring them-
selves up to date, they wtill find that the Bill
before the Rouse amends a permanent stat-
ute, the assessment Act of 1932-38. That
is different from the taxing Bill which
comes before Parliament every year. If we
reject the Bill now before us, the position
will be that the Act of 1938 will prevail and
the amount of £213 set out in that statute
will remain.

HEon. C. F. BAXTER. My object is to
keep the exemptions at the figure at which
they stand today. In view of the Chair-
man's remarks, all that may be necessary
will he to vote against the Bill, and then we
shall be back to where we were. That is
the position I wish to create and I hope the
House will support me.

The CHAIRMAN: May I add to my pre-
vious observation that there is no obligation
on the part of the Council to pass the sec-
ond reading of a Bill such as this. The
Council can always reject a money Bill on
the second reading; hut when we have
agreed to the second reading,! there are Con-
stitutional phases to be considered.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: No one will dis-
agree with the Chairman's contention be-
cause Section 46 is abundantly clear. There
is this position however; we have two other
Bills and both have been considered under
separate messages. Our reply has been
that we have sent their back to another
place. So I think it would be only fair to
give the Assembly the opportunity to con-
sider the message we have sent back in re-
sponse to its mnessages, and in the meantime
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in this House report progress and hold over
the Bill now before us until a decision is
actually arrived at with regard to the other
two measures.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In view of
your ruilinlg, Mr. Chairman-

The CHAIRMAN: I have not given a
ruling, hut I suggest that the further con-
sideration of the Bill be postponed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Then I shall
say in view of your remarks, Mr. Chairman,
and as this House is desirous of carrying
out its own policy, as indicated to me on sev-
eral occasions, there is only one thing to do,
and that is to report progress. At the same
time I wish to point out that on more than
one occasion, while money Bills have been
under discussion, it has been said that there
was no likelihood of this House altering its
opinion until such time as the other meas-
ures were dealt with. As it is the desire of
the Council that all these Bills should be
dealt with at the one time, I will meet the
wishes of members and ask that progress be
reported.

Progress reported.

BILL-APPROPRIATION.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon' AV.
H. Kitson-West) r5.151 in moving the
second reading said: This is the annual Bill
which formally appropriates the amounts re-
quired for the services of the year as de-
tailed in the Estimates of Expenditure from
the Consolidated Revenue Fund, and the
General Loan Fund. Two Supply Bills have
been passed this session granting, in all,
£C2,950,000 from the Consolidated Revenue
Fund, £450,000 from the General Loan Fund
and £E300,000 from the Public Account for
Advance to Treasurer. Clause 2 of this Bill
grants further supply up to the total
amount of the Estimates, and also a further
£200,000 for Advance to Treasurer. The
total amount required from the Consolidated
Revenue Fund for the year is £11,217,300.
Of this sum, £4,404,386 is permannently ap-
propriated by Special Acts; and Clause 3
of the present Bill apropriates thle balance,
namely £6,812,014, as detailed in Schedule
1SB.l The estimated expenditure from the
General Loan Fund is £2,210,863, and from
the Public Account, for Advance to Trea-

surer, £.500,000. 'rhese amounts arc also ap-
propriated by Clause ~3 for the purposes set
out in Schedules 1.0 anid "Dlt respectively.
Clause .3 further confirms the appropriation
of expenditure from Advance to Treasurer,
1038-39. Details of this ap~propriation ap-
pear in Schedules "E" and "EF."

Revenue for the y ear 19O38-30 amounted
to £10,949,660, compared with an estimate
of £11,.049,091, a net shortage of £89,431.
The principal decreases were Departmental
£84,468 and Public Utilities £221,540, while
Taxation was, greater than the estimate by
£1.92,47.4, and Trading- Concerns by £28,694.
The poor season experienced in the outlying
agricultural districts last year, coupled with
the very low price of wheat, was largely
responsible for the decrease in revenue col-
lections. Thus interest collections by the
Agricultural Bank were reduced to the ex-
tent of £70,817, while railway earnings fell
£213,987 below the estimate. Other depart-
mnents showing, decreases were--Agriculture
£5,805, Lands £2,652, and Titles Office
£2,785; and here again drought conditions,
low prices, and depressed business condi-
tions were the contributing factors. The re-
turns from other departments closely ap-
proximated the estimate, as also dlid those of
Public Utilities other thani railways. Metro-
politan Water Supply, Electricity Supply,
and Caves House, showed increases of
£C3,762, £6,519, and £E2,312 respectively.
The increases in the two first mentioned
utilities we-rc the result of normal expansion
of the services: while as to Caves House,
the comnpletion of the new premnises natur-
ally attracted more custom. Other Public
Utilities recording decreases were: Other
Hy3draulic Undertakings £C7,045, Goldfields

Water Supply £3,008, and Tramways
£6,646. The fall in receipts fromn Other
Hydraulic Undertakings was yet another
result of the bad season and low prices,
many farmers being unable to meet their
commitments.

The total expenditure for the year Was
£11,170,102, be-ing £111,665 greater than the
estimate. ExpendlitureC under Special Acts
was £9,192 less than the estimate, while
Governmental was 12.1.251 less, and Public
Utilities £E149,108 more. Interest on Aus-
tralian Debt was less by £e4,826, and there
was a saving- of £5,000 on the estimated
cost of the North Australia survey. Other
minor variations; brought the net saving

2513
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under Special Acts, to the figure 1 have approximately the same as last year. It
satctd. TJhe reduction in' ,tvv~rniental ex-

p)(tditulc, was ma inly due to the aummnt of
£25,000 provided for cont ributions under
the Comnmonwieal th Nationa. Insurane Act
trot being requrired. Other differences of
little consequence either way accounted for
the remialider. With regard to Publir
U tili ties, in creases iii the asie wage' were
largely responsible for heavier expenditure
on the transport services. Increases of
£116,677 and £26,071 were incurred in re-
spect of Railways and Tramnways; Electri-
city Supply increased by £12,719, while the
various Water Supply Undertakings re-
corded decreases totalling £7,674. Action
has been taken by the Railway Department
with a view to reducing expenditure, and it
is expected that the current year's trans-
actions will show a better result.

The Estimates of Revenue and Expendi-
hure for the current year have been framed
on the assumption that there will be a
greater demand for our primary products;,
and provided that shipping is available to
carry' our- goods, the realisation of this
anticipation will materially improve our
position. The estimated revenue for the
year: is £11,186.012, and estimated expedi-
ture :01,217.300, giving an estimated de-
ficit of £31,288. Compared with last year,
the Revenue hudhreted for was expected to
be greater by £2316,352, the main items eon-
triburting to the increase being-

Territorial
Departmental
Commonwealthi
Public Utilities

-. 11,72S
137,724
25,000

159,740

There will he a probable falling off in
receipts from Taxation to the extent of
£71,523, and from State Trading Coneerns
£26,670.

Takinir the foregoing items in order:
Under Territorial, Land Revenue should re-
turn £10,324 more than last year owing to
the better prices prevailing for wool and
wheat. Mining will be about the samne, but
we expect that timber revenue will decline
by £7,305. The position in regard to the
timber industry is obscure at present; but
it is possible, if shipping is available, that
there will he considerable improvement in
the export trade. Our estimate, however,
is on the conservative side. In geuerail,
departmental collections are expected to be

was anticipate(], however, that Treasury
revenue would be increased by £120,000,
owing to the transfer of motor license fees.
As mern hers know, this anticipation will riot
be realised, and the total departmental in-
erearse of X137,724 will be reduced accord-
i ngly.

Receipts from the Commonwealth w~ill be
greater this year owing to the increase in
the Disabilities Grant of £25,000 reconm-
mended byv the (rants Commtission and
approved iby the CommnonwvealtJh Gov-
ernment. rThe increase of £C159,740 snowii
under Public Utilities will he contributed by
all the undertakings except the Fremantle
Harbourr Trrust, where a small decrease is
anticipated owving to uncertainty as to the
quantity of shipping that will be using the
port. The continually increasing services
provided by thme Metropolitan Water Supply
and Sewerage Department and the Ele
tricity Supply Department naturally result
in at steady g rowtha of revenue, and the eov-
lectiomis from these servrces are estimatedl
to exceed those of last year by £28,238 and
£24,481 respectively.

To meet additional costs owing to the ris'
of the basic wage last year, increases in
railway freights have been made in certaina
classes of goods; and these increases, it is
expected, will return an extra £50,000 this
yeAr. With larger quantities of wheat to be
transported this season, the total receipts
from the Railways will probably be about
£V4,000 in excess of last year's fig-ures.
Taxation collections this year will be af-
fected by the lower' incomes of last year,
and also byv the reduction of Financial
Emnergency Tax by id. in the pound on the
lower scales, which will account for about
£35,000. The Government's proposal to
reduce the rebate on income tax from 20
per cent, to 10 per cent, will turn what
would otherwise have been a decrease into
ain increase of £8,822. Another proposal
is to increse the rates of probate duty,
and this wvill conveirt an estimated decrease
of approximtuately f9.0110 into an increase of
£26 202. thus offsetting the reductions due
to the amended scatle of Payments of Finan-
cial Emergency' Tax. Receipts from Gold
Minirz Tax have been set down at £117.500,
or £18,240 less than the actual amount for
last year. This reduction is dire to the faet
that collections last year included arrears
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frorn the preceding ycar, and that the out-
standings this year arc not nearly so great.
The reduced amounts to be transferred to
Rerenue from the State Trading Concerns
is accounted for by a reduction of £23,000
in profits of the State Saw Mills due to
bad trade conditions dluring last year.
There were fewer orders for building inn-
terials and the export market was also weak.
It is anticipated, further, that the esti-
mated contribution by the Wyndham Meat
Works will he X7,060 less on account of the
uncertain outlook due to war conditions.
The posit ion of the State Quarries, however,
is expected to improve this year, as certain
contracts have been entered into, and
further orders are anticipated which, it is
estimated, w'ill permit the payment of £3,000
to Revenue.

The estimated expenditure for 1939-40 i4
greater by £47,198 than the actual expendi-
ture in 1038-39. Under Special Acts the
increase amounts to £133,483, and under
Governmental to £E47,291, while Public Utili-
ties show a decrease of £133,576. Interest
and Sinking Fund on the Public Debt are
mainly responsible for the increase under
special Acts, and these charges. of course,
must continue to gro solnIseke
on spending loan money.

A new item under this heading is Super-
animation andl Family Benefits Act, 1938,
for which the figure of £4,000 is set down
this year. Government contributions to the
fund established by the Act will increase
from year to year for some time to come,
but the expenditure will he offset to a large
extent by a progressive reduction of the
amount paid out for pensions under the
Superannuation Act of 1871.

Under Departmental the principal item
calling for comment is the provision of
£C20,000 for unforeseen expenditure arisin~g
out of the wvar; and while at this stage it is
impossible to estimate whlat additional costs
we may lbe called on to meet, it is considered
advisable to make this provision.

In most departments a comparatively
small increase over last year's expenditure is
anticipated, almost entirely clue to the higher
basic wage and increases payable to the
officers following- on decisions of the Public
Service Appeal Board. In the Education
Department the increase amounts to £11,899,
a considerable portion of which is the re-
sult of expansion of the service. As popu-

lation increases in different centres, new
schools becoine necessary, and with the
growth of The State a gradual increase in
the Education Vote is inescapable. The de-
crease under Public Utilities is mainly the
result of economies effected in the Railway
Department where a saving of £158,177 is
indicated. Other concerns such as the Met-
ropolitan Water Supply, Tramways and
Electricity Supply, show increases which are
mostly dlue to expansion of the services. In
these cases the extra cost is offset by greater
collections. Clause 4 of the Bill, and Sche-
dule G, deal with expenditure from the Re-
forestation Fund established under Section
41 of the Forests Act, 1918. Approval is
sought for the expenditure of £60,000 from
this fund on the items listed in the schedule.
This expenditure covers works connected
with the improvement and reforestation of
State forests and the development of for-

estry generally. Details of the scheme have
been laid upon the Table of the House.

I have dealt sufficiently with the important
items; and my remarks might be given care-
ful consideration, particularly by those
members who have been so critical of the
position of several of the departments to
which I have referred, notably the Railway
Department. Careful consideration to my
remarks should also be given by those mem-
bers who have so strongly criticised the de-
sire of the Government to increase revenue
during the present year by means to which
this House has taken exception. I emphasise
the absolute necessity for the Government's
receiving at least the amount of revenue
for which the Treasurer has budgeted. There
is but one alternative to the suggestions put
forward, and that alternative is increased
taxation. The increase would, of course,
take place under our Land and Income Tax
Act. The Government is determined, as far
as it can, to carry out the promise it made
to the Commonwealth Government to hal-
ammee the Budget, if it be at all possible to
do so. I do not think it desirable at this
stage to enter upon greater detail; most of
the items have been referred to on other
occasions in this Chamber and members
should be clear as to the significance of the
figures I have q~uoted. Those figures put an
entirely different complexion on the position
when compared with the figures which have
been and are now being quoted by respon-
sible members to justify the action of this
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House in connection with other measures
that have been before us. Some lion. mem-
bers may be desirous of obtaining more de-
tailed information than that which I haeo
given in introducing the Bill; as usual, I
shall be only too pleased to supply what-
ever information is required when it is
avaliable. I move-

That the Bill lie 111mw reaid a second timie.

On motion by Hon. C. F. Baxter, debate
adjourned till a later stage of the sitting.

BILL-MAIN ROADS ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Readipig.

Debate resumed froni thme 16th Novemibet.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Ron. W.
H. Kitson-West-in reply) [5.391: Some
Members. Will no0 doubt be under the imapres-
sion, because another Bill was rejected by
thme House, that this Bill will automatically
go by the board, bitt that is itot tile posi-
tion. This Bill, as .I explained when intro-
ducing it, contains a pr-ovision for the ex-
penldituro of money which is received
from the additional %Ad. tax collected by
the Commonwkealth, wiceh move y can be
rised for work conmumted With tansport.
_)Irmhers will perlhaps recollect that I
stated the Bill deals withI the apJpropriation
of mnin, paid into the Main Roads Trust
Account uinder and for the purpose of Sub-
clause (2) of Clause 2 of the Federal Aid
Roads Agreement. As lion. mtembers are
aware, the States are allotted 3d. and 2d. a
gallon from customs and] excise collections
from the petrol tax. While the agreement
states that 21/2d. of each 3d. and 1%/d. of
each 2d. shall be specifically spent on roads
the clause I have mentioned provides that
the remaining 'Ad6. payment may be applied
to the following puirpooses:

The reconstruction, muaintenance, or repair
of roads or other works connected with trans-
port, as the State may think fit.

Ron. A. Thomson: That is not provided
in the 'Main Roads Act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No. I am
trying to get it inserted in that Act, so that
th e money may be paid out. Although auth-
ority is thus given uinder the agreement with
the Commonwealth for the State to expend
a proportion of its, Federal Aid Roads

Grant on "works connected with transport."
no power is given under the Main
Roads Act to appropriate moneys in the
Main Roads Trust Account for purposes
other than "defraying the cost of and in-
cidental to the provision, construction, main-
tenance and suipervision of roads." That is
the point I desire lion, members to bear in
mind. It is now desired to insert a provision
in the Act which will enatble the '/2d. pay-
mient to be a[)propriated for any of the pur-
poses authorised under the Federal Aid
Roads Agreemtent. This proposal, if agreed
to, will enaIble assistance to be given to local
authorities in vrious p~arts of the State in
providing '"works connected with traii-
lport," suich as aeroplane landing grounds.
Already a certain amount of assistance has
been rendered in this direction, and we are
therefore seekingc to make the new provision
retrospective to this extent. In shorot, the
position is that we collect the mtoney and it
is paid into the trust account; but we hanve
no authorit y under our State Act to devote
the fund to any purpose other than roads.
Thereore we- are not able to devote a, er-
fain part of the fund to works connected
with transport. It is necessary to validlate
the payments already made and this we will
do by the liresent measure, which will also
g-ive us the authority wvhich we have not got
at the p~resent time to disburse the mioney for
thle purpose", for which it is intended.

9 nestion put and] passed.
Bill read a s:econd time

it Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell iii the Chair:. the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.

Clause 2-Amtendinent of Section 31:
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Amnendmuent

of the Bill has been rendered nec.essary fol-
lowing the rejection of the T raffic Act
Amendment Bill (No. 2). We wish to e-n-

suethat we shall have authority lo list. thle
proceeds of the extra halfpenny onl works
connected with transport. I move an amnend-
ment-

That all the words after the word ''Act"
in the last line of paragraph (iii) top struck
ou t.

Ron. J. NICHOLSON: By an amendmhent
of Section 31 made in 1932, the hinds shall1
he used and applied in sith manner and pro-
portions as the Governor, on the recoini-
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inendation of the Commissioner, shall from
time to time determine in and for the pur-
pose of defraying- the cost of and incidental
to the provision, construction, maintenance
and supervision of roads, wvhether main or
developmental roads under the measure or,
not, and of any other work executed anid
provided under the measure. The Chief
Secretary, by his amendment, will practically
be re-enacting provisions already in the Act.

The Chief Secretary: Why waste time?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The Minister
should not suggest that I all wasting time.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This Bill was
introduced to cover two points, and the re-
peal of Section 31 was necessary. Certain
parts of the Proposed new section must be
retainedI in, order to Permit of funds being
disburised to local nut horities for works
connected with transport, and we must
delete the balance, as I have indicated.
If -Ir. Nicholson had his way, we would
have to introduce a new Bill. Mihyi split
s4traws about the manner in wvhich the Bill
has been drawn? The matter canl be Put
right by passing the amendment, and I
have been advised that that is the more
desirable course to adopt. Until wre
have authority to pay out the mloney' we
have collected, no further assistance canl
be given to local authorities in that con-
nection. Some members fail to understand
the position, but I am afraid I cannot make
it any more clear. We collect the money
but we have no power to pay it out. That
is the authority we require.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 3, Title-agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and returned to
the Assembly with an amendment.

BILLS (2)-RETURNED.

1, Testator's Family Maintenance.

2, Guardianship of Infants Act Amend-
ment.

Without amendment.

BILL-LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANIES
ACT AMENDMENT.

Assentlbly's Further Message.

Message fromt the Assembly received and
read notifying that it no longer disagreed
to the anmendments made by the Council.

BILL-INCREASE OF RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS).

Assemnbly's Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to amend-
merits Nos. 2-9, 11-13, and 1.5 made by the
Council, but had disagreed to Nos. 1, 10
and 14, now considered:

In Committee.

lion. J1. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.'

No. I1, Clause 2. In definition of ''land''
add at the end of the definition the words
"'save and except lands comiprising a farm,
grazing area, orchard, or dairy farm.''

The CHAIR-MAN: The reasons given by
the Assembly for not, agreeing to the
amendments Iflade b r the Council are "'As
this is a war-time emergency measure, it is
considered the farmers concerned will re-
quire at least equal protection with other
persons in the State in connection wvith
rents.''

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move-.
That the anteudineut be not insisted on.

The amendment with which the Assembly
has ag-reed would exemipt from the opera-
tions of the Act all the land described
therein. The Coverinment desires to have
the righit under this leg-islation to embrace
all land so that no section of the com-
miunity may 1)e debarred from having rents
dealt with where nil exorbitant amount is
being charged.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If this amend-
ment be not insisted onl, many people in
the country will be placed in an awkward
position, will lie subject to much incon-
venience, and be put to considerable ex-
pense. Properties of this type are not
subject to increased rentals in the ordinary
way, and are excluded] fromt the Federal
legislation dealing- with this subject. The
Government should want to limit the opera-
tions of this Act only to rents charged in
populous areas.
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The Chief Secretary; Does it matter
where the increases take place it they are
unfair in their incidence?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I do not want to
see people in the country involved in addi-
tional. expense and inconvenience by rea-
son of this legislation, and I trust the
amendment will he insisted on.

The CL'1[EF SECRETARY: Mr. Nichol-
son sp)oke about this Bill being costly to
people, but I Would point out that it pro-
vides that no costs shiall be allowed to either
party. In n,) case would action be taken
unless the rent chiargeld was exorbitant.

The CHAIRMAN: I will suspend the sit-
ting Until the Conclusion of the 'ronferce
which begin,, ,t 7130 pa.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 89.27 p~m.

BILL-STATEG GOVERNMENT INSUR-

ANCE OFFICE ACT AMENDMENT.

Coiifereitce Managers' Repoi-;.

The HON\ORARY MI1NISTER: I desire
to report that the managers8 appointed by the
Council knot tb(m managers appointed by the
Assembly anti tailed to arrive at an agree-
ment. I move-

That the report be adopted.

Question lput and passed; Bill dropped.

BILL-INCREASE OF RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS).

Assemblys Message-In Comimittee.

Resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting. Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the
Chief Secretar-y in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Prior to the tea sus-
pension, the question before the Chair
was that amendment No. 1 made by the
Council and dsagreod to by the Assembly be
not insisted o~n.

l1on. J1. J. HOLMES: From knowledge
that has come into mny possession, I think
the Committce should insist upon its amend-
ment. I know oE an instance in which a
husband died .ind left farming property to
his wife and children. I am interested in
the matter as director of a trustee company.
We have to do the best we can with the
farm. Tn such instances properties are let
at almost anything that can lie obtained by
way of rental. Tn some istances the amount

is little more than would be paid to a care-
taker. This legislation is to operate for
the duration of the war and, in the face
of recent events, we may expect it to con-
tinue for a considerable period. I think, in
view of the increased prices that will pro-
bably he received for primary products,
executors should be in a position to let pro-
perties at reasonable rentals. I think that
farms, orchard' and so on ehould he ex-
eluded from the application of the legisla-
tion.

Question put and a
the following result:-

Ayes .

Noes

division taken with

- .. 12

10

Nfajorily for

Hon. C. F. Baxter
Hon. J. M. Drew
Hon. E. H. Gray
Hon. E. Ri. H. Hall
Hon. W. RU. Hall
Hon. E, M. Heenan

Hon. E. H. Angelo
Hon, L. B, Dolton
Hon. L, Craig
HOn. J, A. flirmiitt
lIon. 3.3J. Holmes

A 'xs.
Hon. W. H. Kflson
HOD. W. J, Mann
lion. T. Moore
HOE, H. V. Please
Hon. A. Thomson
lion. G, Fraser

(Teller. J
NOES.

Hon. G. W. Miles
HOn. J. Nicholson
Iion. H. S. W. Parker
lion. C. H. Wittenoom
Hen. H. Seddon(Tle.

Question thus passed; the Council's amend-
ment not insisted on.

No. 10, Clause 5, Subelause (1) in para-
graph iii) on page 5:-Delete the words
"farm, tgrazing area, orchard, market garden
or dairy f arm" in lines 5 and 6, and sub-
stitute the word "land."

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The same ar-
gurment applies in this instance. I move--

That the amendlment be not insisted on.

Question pat and a division taken with the
following result-

Ayes . .. . .. 12
Noes . .. . .. 10

Majority for .

Hon. C. F. Baxter
Hon. J. M. Drew
lion. 0. Fraser
Hlon. E. H4. Gray
HOn. IV, R. Hiall
Hon. r, 41. Heenan

Hion. E. H. Angelo
Hon. L. S3. Bolton
Hon. L. Craig
lion. .1... Holmes
Hon. U. W. Miles

.. 2

ATes.
HOn. W. H. Kitson
Hon. W. J, Mann
Hon. T. Moore
Ron, H. IT. Please
Hon. A. Tbomson
Hon,. E. H-. H. Hall

(Teller.)
NOES.

Hon, .Nicholson
Hon, H. S. W. Parker
Hon. H. Soddon
HOn. C. H. Wittenoom
Hon. J, A. Dimmitt

I (Teller.)
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Qestiont thus passed;- the Couneils amend-
merit not insi !ted on.

No. 14. Clause 13-Insert after the words
"(apply" in line one, the following words:-
"to any lease or agreement for lease of
any land miade prior to this Act in which
the rent reserved is subject to a provision
foi reappraisement at any time or times and
is determined in accordance with such pro.
vis,on or whereby the rent is fixed at vary-
in-0 or s nritie1 amnnuntsi dlurino ant' oneC ........
or more periods of the
agreement and further

The CHIEtF SECREI
Thait thle anmendmierut

The amrendmenit is urine'
Hlon. J. NICHOLSO

is of great importance ar
wre should insist upon
apply to cases in -which
of the contracts, are sut
inent, tile question arises
will be bound to go to
a higher rate fixed. In
tense is gr-anted for a
years, an agreement is
two Contracting parties-
lessee--for a certain ren
years, and for the ren
at each seven-year perio
appraisement to be dle
mutual agreement or by
arbitration laid down
contracts Should be give
the only way in which
by the anrerdinent beiric

Question put -and a di

The CHATIMAN:
appointed, I will give in

Division resulted as f
Ayes
Noes

Majority for

'Ron. J1. Coronll
HOn. J. A. D)rew
Hon, G. Fraser
Ron. E. H4. Gra'y
Eon. E. H4. H. Hall
Hon. W.RI. Hall

Hon. E. H. Angelo
Hon. C. P.PSaver
Hon. L. B. nolton
H.T..L. Crai
Hon. J. A. flimmilt
lion. J. .1. Holmes

.. v S

Noeas

Question thus passed; the Council's
amendment not insisted on.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

BILL-BILS OF SALE ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading-Defeated.

temo helaeo HON. E. M. HEENAN (Northi-East)

shall not apply." [8.52] in moving thre second reading said:
ILRY: move- The object of the Bill is to amiend the Bills

PARY I mve- of Sale Acet, 1.899, iry inserting a new section
be not insisted oil. afler Section 29, the cete of" which will he
cessary. to exclude fromn seizure Or sale, heel anid bed-
N\: The amendment ding to the value of £10, 110usehold furniture
id it is essentiat. that to tire value of flu, implements of trade to
t. If tire Act is to the valte, of £15, and( ;Jl family portraits. As
teases, by the terms lire Act ,tands at present, a person in need
bjeet to reappraise- of mioney maly grant a bill of sale over prac-
whether the parties ticall1y every article in tire house. If lire
the court and have makes defauilt iii paymenint of the principal
most eases when a or interest the granrtee canl seize and sell

long period, say 21 throse articles. Stich a state of affairs fre-
reached between the (PuenO ' cauises great hardship, especially
-the lessor and the amongst tire poorer clrsses. The Bill will
tal for the first seven really pirotect poor persons arnd will make it

to be rearppraised injossihie for themi to mortgage the bare
d thereafter, tire re- necessities and household furniture, bedding
termined either by and tools of trade. On a former occasion
a certain method of this House agreed to the p)rinciple involved,

in the lease. Such and I feel confident members will agree to
ni full effeet to, and tis Bill irs well. The BMl does not apply to
that can be done is bills, or sFrlr already in existence. I think

insisted on. I have miade myself quite clear, arid need

vision called for. scarcely repeat thiat it thle present time there
is rrothirrg to prevent a person who is short

.Before telters arc of moneY from granting a bill of sale over
Svote with the ayes. practierrily every piece of furniture and

ollows. every tool of trade lie has in Iris house. It
12 Means that if lie does not pay the amount
1t he has borrowed, or tire interest he owes to
- thre person who Inns taken the bill of sale,
1 thrat person ran seize arid sell the various

- articles that the Bill proposes to exclude. If
the Bill conies into operation, no one will

Hon. W. H. itson b h oe;i ilro nlc n ad
. ,1. Nisnnaetelsr twl o nlc n ad

Pon. T. Moore ship onl a person who lends money; it will
lion. H. V, Plesee
Hon. A. Tbomnson simply have the effect of preventing a poor

Mn mHeenarn pro rmpegnih setaso i
Ho.E.3. (Teller.) pesnfo ldigth setaso i

home. If a person goes to a moneylender to

"on, C. W. Mlilen borrow, say, £50, the moneylender will realise
Hon. J. Nicholson that the articles mentioned in the Bill can-
Mon, H, S, WI. Parker
Hon H. Seddon not be taken into account when calculating
Hon. C. H. Wilttonm tevl o

(Teller.) th tvle ofthe security. The effect will be
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to lprotect the poor person agatinst himself,
and it will prevent himt h-ow1 inortaing,
the articles I have already enumerated. It
is a simple Bill, and the principle should be
adopted by this house, as it adopted a
simglar mneasure last session. I move-

That tie Bill be now read a scond time.

HON. T. J. HOLMES (North) [8.563:
1 do not look upon this as a simple Bill
at all. 1 (lid not agree with the Bill that
went through last session. A bill of sale is
a registered document; it is an agreement
between the vendor and the purchaser, and
as far as I can see there is nothing in the
Bill to prevent a person going to one of
the furniture shops, getting £100 worth of
furniture, giving a hill of sale over it and
agreeing to pay sio iuch per week. Then
at the end of the period, the purchaser finds
himself unable to pay, and thle vendor who
has taken thle bill of sale may find that
under this proposed legislation £35 worth
of the furniture is excluded from thle bill
of sale, or lie may find that thle purchaser
has sold the bedding or the farniture, or he
may have sold thle sewi.ng-achine, whichi
would be regarded tas an implement of
.trade. Thus perhaps £35 wvorth of furni-
ture included in the bill of sale had been
disposed of. The Bill provides that if the,
man who has taklen the bill of' sale seizes
the furniture, hie will he met with a penalty
of £25. If lie retunsm the goods, there will
be expenses to meet, and if lie does not pay'N
the penalty, iumpiismtmient will follow. Thle
mover said that the person concerned will
not be allowed to include these items in a
bill of sale; but there is nothing in the Bill
to lpreveInt him front doing so, or giving
them as security. The mian wvio holds the,
mortgage will endeavour to get his money
or his goods back. This is a breach of con.-
tract, and the Hous.e should not agree to it,.

]Eon. HT. S. W. Parker: It will apply only
to futuire hills of sale; not those in exist-
ence.

Hon. J. 3. HOLMES: A bill of sale, when
registered, is a contract. T hope M1r. Parker
and Mr. Nicholson will agree onl Chat. at1
any rate. This measure proposes toe-
elude out of £100 at least one-third from
that contract. If the mortgagor-he can he
called the mortgagor of his effects-cannot
fulfl? his contract. one-third of his assets
can be exeluded under this mleasure. I look

upon. the Bill as a nasty piece of work, and
joop~ to vote ag-ainst it.

HON. H, S. W. PARKER (Mletropolitan-
Suburban) [9.1] : The measure, although it
reads very pleasantly, as designed to pre-
vent uinfortunte poor people from losing
their beds, and bedding and household fur-
nitnre, will not do that. It is a douible-
edged sword. The object of the Bill is to
p~rotect the unfortunate individual against
tIhe iiserupulous moneylender, who will
secuen everything, having obtained a bill of
sale over the varions chattels; and lie will
do so when thle mioney is not returned. in
effect it will Prevent a poor person who is
in urgent iced of mouicy from borrowing
at all. Obviously, the moneylender will not
lend money if hie cannot get security, andi
so another class of individual will arise, of.
a similar type to the moneylender, if nor
thle moneylender himself, who will operate
in this way. When that selfsame poor per.
sonl find,, that he cannot borrow money be-
cause of' the existence of this measure, thle
other mail will say, "1Instead of lending yo
£5"-or £10O or £50, as thle ease may be-
"~On your bed and bedding and household
furnliture, I will buy those articles from
you." Then the unfortunate poor personl.
instead of borrowing money, will sell h is
effects at a ridiculously low price for the
amiount that hie or she wants, fromt the
unscrupulous person wvhomi the Bill is de-
signed to check, a smiall sumn of mioney for
a short period. Next the unscrupulous per-
son says, "You need not worry; I will give
you an option of repurchase at one month.
I will lend von L.o and give you an option
to repurchase at the ndb of three mionths
or six months at £315 or £40."' If at the
cad of that period the option is not exer-
cised, the lender will seize the goods;. They'
will not be seized under bill of sale, bit
will be -seized automatically as being the
property of rtme isnpsu111111 persont.

Althouagh the Bill is designed perhaps to
effect an excellnt purpose, it will to am -y
mind make time evil worse than it is now,
if it does exist to any great extent now.
Time person who is pressed for recady~ money
will be forced to sell the furniture, and the
person1 Who buys time furlniture will he a
szecondhannd dealer; and T fear a class will
arise who will take advantage of poor
people. A similar thing to this arose in
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France, with the result that that country
started pawn shops to eliminate the type of
people with whomn I am concerned.

Members: Mfore State trading!
Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: 1. amn not

advoeating that any miember of Parliament
should start a pawnbroking establishment
for that purpose, or advocate State pawin-
broking. Short of tliat, 1 do not thinik it
11055i1)le to protect these unfortunate people
from themsqelves. To ir mind this Incasurt-
will not protect them, but will impose oni
them worse difficulties than theY suffer
under at present.

HON. 3. NICHOLSON ('Metropolitan)
[P.6] : In introducing the measure, Mr.
Hfeenaii indicated that thle ptirpose intended
to be fulfilled by it, should it pass into law,
was something of a beneficial nature, helping
to protect, I take it, the grantor of the bill
of sale from himself. 'Mr. Parker has out-
lined clearly' what thle result of the passing
of a Hill such as this may be, and will be.
I quite endorse what Mr, Parker has said. I
can only assumec that. this measure has
originated from the fact that Parliament last
year passed a meaisure effecting an amnend-
ment to the Local Courts Act; sonic members
mar possiblY think that thle introduction of
aMeasure suich as this alopl-ving to hills of

sale will attain the samie ahIiective .1: the
alk((medmet to thle Local Courts, Act.

H1on. J1. J1. Holmes: No breh of contract
is involved] in that Act.

Hon. .J. NICHOLSON: No. I merelyv wish
to point out, as Mr. Holmnes reminds me, that
there is a vast difference between the posi-
tion of an execution creditor under a judg-
muent obtained in the local court and? the
holder of a bill of sale. The exemp~tions
given in the Local Courts Act are somewhat
on the lines of whbat is sought to be incor-
porated here: but there is a great decal of
difference betwecen a. person who is the

grantee under a bill of sale, and an execution
creditor. The execution creditor, as we knoxv,
is a person who has obtined a judgment in
a court of competent jurisdiction and seeks
to enforce that. judgment by, way' of an exe-
cution. So hie compels thle sale of certain
g-oods and chattels which mar be seized hy
the bailiffs or perhaps the sheriff. In order
to try to llrotet tools of trade and] bedding
up to a, certain value--I think something like
£5-an exemption was provided so that
people would not lip left absolutely bare of

everything,7 but would have those absolute
neces3saries left if an execution creditor camne
along. The- position in regard to a bill of
Sale is a totallY different thing. In the ease
of a bill of sale a person applies for a loan,
saying "IJ canl offer you as security for this
loan certain goods and chattels in my house.
I oimlv want the loan of £l0"-let us say-
"for two or thiree"-or perhaps five or six-
",moniths, and I will undertake to pay it to
yo liv instalments within that period." If
the k-ill h'e passed into law, the position will
be tiat no one, although having the security
and being possessed of certain furniture and
chattels, will be able to obtain the loan of a
suni of money oin those goods and chattels,
because no onec will he prepared to lend him
one sixpeuny piece on them. As Mr. Parker
pointed out, the position will he that the
cvii, which 'Mr. Heenan iimagines wouldi be
lproveited by such a Bill as this, wvould be-
come a far greater evil; and the result will
be that those people who find it necessary
to borrow a small sumn of mtoney on their
g-nocls anid chattels will bie compelled, if the
lull paisses, to sell their goods and leave
thems.elves bereft ol' absolutte necessaries. I

an aking a person who has nothingo but the
bare wroods; and chattels here referred to;,
ain d wre are just now approaching a seasca
When it is indeed common. for people to
n-4iseia few p)0t11ds to tide them over
Christmas and thle New Year.

lion. E. M. Hleenan: What? On their
beds ?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I say, to tide them
over Christmas and New Year. In order to
get the necessary woner, they borrow it on
the seecurity of those chattels.

H1on. E. -11. Hfeenan: But not on their
beds.

Hon. J. 'NICHOLSON: Onl everything
that is inside the house.

Hon. R. M. Heenan : Well, they should
not.

Hon. J. -NICHOLSON: Those rerv same
people, if they cannot raise the small amount
of money they reqiuire, perhap £10, will,
rather than he left without that money, sell
their furniture; and then the evil will be a
greater one. This interference with the
ordinal?- negotiations of life is one of the
things that are foolish in the extreme. In-
stead of being beneficial, usually they have
quite the opposite effect. 'I do sincrely hope
that no snch measure as this will e'ver enter
our statute-hook, because instead of the
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measure being of benefit to the people it will
prove one of those statutes that create a
great deal of hardship and which we will
regret having passed.

I may point out certain other results. One
instance might be even to prevent the people
to whom M1r. Holmes referred-people de-
sirous of marrying and who seek to borrow
the necessary ney-from. obtaining a loan
with which the needful chattels could he
bought. They would not be able to do that
if the Bill were passed. These people would
be debarred, because it would he illegal and
wrong and any security that might be given
over the chattel mentioned in the Bill would
after its passage become void. Is that good
for the community? It would be one of
the worst things for the community. I sin-
cerely hope, therefore, that the House will
vote against the Bill.

HON. G. B. WOOD (East) 19.16] : M1y
remarks will be very brief. In spite of what
the previous speaker has said, I intend to
support the Bill. To me it seems to be a
sorry state of affairs when a person has to
borrow £10 or £1 to tide him over Christmas
and offer as security the final £10 worth of
furniture, £10 of beds and bedding or £15
of tools of trade. If Parliament can do any-
thing to stop such a state of affairs, it is
Parliament's duty to do so. The Bill is a
genuine attempt to deal with the unscrupu-
Ions mioney-lenders who take adv-antage of
these poor people. We know they do so.
It is our duty to protect such people from
themselves.

RON. G. ERASER (West) [9.181: I
support the Bill. I think the three members
referred to by the previous speaker havec
ruined their ease by over-statement. Listen-
ing to them, one would get the impression
that the Bill would destroy altogether
transactions by way of bill of sale. Whein
one comes to examine the Bill, however, what
does one find? it merely excludes £:15 worth
of tools of trade, £10 worth of furniture and
£10 worth of beds and bedding. Goods
to the value of £85 in all will be ex-
cluded. If a person can offer no greater
security for a loan upon a bill of sale, then
I consider he would he extremnely fortunate
if he could find an 'yone to lend him the
money. Aga in, if that represents the sumn
total of his assets, this Bill will do some good

because it will prevent him from borrowing
onl them, particularly when one considers the
nature of the transaction. I repeat, in the
first place, I do not know where such a per-
son could find a money leader willing to
accept his security; and in the second place,
if £85 is the total value of his assets, he
should be prevented froin giving a bill of
sale over them. At the worst, if the Bill
passes it will mnake it hard for such a person
to borrow temporarily when he is short of
money; but on the other hand, the Bill vilt
do him a good turn because it will prevent
him from raising money on the security of
those goods and chattels, and he will still
have them. I would prefer to see such a
per-son forced to Sell his goods and chattels,
rather than obtain a loan from the money-
lender and give a bill of sale over them, It
will be in the interests of the community
jf we pass the Bill. I hope the 4econd read-
ing will be carried.

HON. E. M. EENAN (North-East-
iu reply) 19.21]1: All I hope is that this
smnall Bill will receive the consideration
Which J maintainl it merits. I will briefly do
mly best to clear up what I consider to be
mnisleading statements made by the oppon-
ents of the measure. Mr. Holmes said that
if [lie Bill were, passed, it would amount to
a breath of: contract. I have no hesitation
in, suyrill that that is entirely a mis-state-
ineut of the position.

Roll. J1. .1. H-lmues: In1 what way!
Hon. E_ 31. HEENAN: The Bill will

affect a siai] section of the community, the
poo-rt claIss.

H7on. J. J. 17olmes: It will apply to any
section of! the community.

LHon. E. M1. HEENAN: In the case of the
l)ooC householder, it will simply mean that
if the hus:band or the wife--whoever is the
owner of the household furniture-wants to
borrow C50, the moneylender will know, if
this Bill is enacted, that he cannot obtain
securityv over furniture to the value of £10,
beds and bedding to the value of £10 and
tools of trade to the value of £15. There-
fore. lie will exclude those articles from his
consideration. I fail to see that there wilt
be any breach of contract. Everyone will
know the position. No one can argue that
(liar will be a breach of contract.

lion. J. 3. Holmes: The Bill does not pre-
vent all those articles from being removed
from the Bills of Sale Act.

2522
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Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I say unhesitat-
ingly that that is not so. The Bill pro-
rides-

In any bill of sale by way of a security,
whether heretofore or hereafter executed, the
following chattels of the grantor, to the ex-
tent in this subsection mentioned, that is to
say, beds and bedding . . . . shall notwith-
standing anything contained in the bill of
sale be deemed to be expressly excluded.

They should not be included in the bill of
sale. Mr. Parker said, in effect, that the
Bill would prevent a poor person from bor-
rowing money. It would do nothing of the
kind. A poor person should not borrow
money on beds and bedding, to the value of
£10, nor on furniture to the value of £10O,
nor- should he pledge tools of trade to
the value of £1.5 by which hie earns his liv-
ing. This Bill will prevent him from doing
so. Mir. Parker also said that in desperate
eases such a man might be forced to sell his
chattels. That is true; but a person would
have to be in a very desperate plight to sell
his bedding, furniture and tools of trade.
Anyhow, if his position was so desperate.
the lesser ev'il for him would probably be
to sell the chattels, and not pledge them.'

Hon. G. Fraser: Not at the rate of inter-
est the money lenders charge.

Hon. E. Mt. HEENAN: Mr. Parker is
also afraid that a class of person may pur-
chase those articles, that he would go as far
as to purchase the beds and bedding, furni-
ture and tools of trade. Mr. Parker knows
as; well as I do, however, that there is a
doctrine known as the doctrine of apparent
possession. I tell members without any fear
of contradiction that there are sales known
as bogus sales. A person might come along
and say "Yes, the law prevents you from
granting a bill of sale over those articles, so
in order to get around the law, you sell
them to me and I will give you a receipt."
I have no hesitation in saying that that
would be a bogus sale and would not be
upheld if it came before a court.

Hon. J. Nicholson: 'Mr. Parker did not so
argue at all. There would he a clear sale
and] delivery of the goods. There would be
no apparent possession at all.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: We cannot pre-
vent people from selling their goods, if they
so desire; but wives sometimes grant these
bills of sale without their husbands' know-
]edge- I -venture to say wives would not
sell the chattels pr-oposed to be protected,

because in such case they would have no
beds to sleep on. Last year the House
gave generous consideration to a Simi-
lar amendment of the Local Courts Act.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: A different Act alto-
gether.

Hon. E. Mt. HEENAN: I agree, but the
principle was very similar.

Ron. J. J. Holmes: Entirely different.
You know it is.

Hon. E. At. HEENAN: The principle,
I repeat, is similar. The principle is that
Poor People, by virtue of their poverty,
must be protected against themselves.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: There is still the pawn-
Shop,. T]his jucasure w~ill not protect those
Peo pIc.

lioni. E. Ni. HlEENAN: ] admit that, but
it wvill p revenlt themi from mortgaging such
chattels and thus will avoid all the
hardship s i ncidental to such trauactions.
The measure will do harmn to no one in the
world. It will not harm money lenders, be-
cause they) will be aware that the law will
prevenit the JPlc-dgiilg of the goods in ques-
tion"; auad, wile" lending money, they will
take that fac nt irite consideration.

-I011. J1. . Holmes: What about the bona
tide purchaser?

Hon. R. )]- HEEXAN: I am glad the
hon. member has reminded me of the bona
tidle purchaser. Take the case of the young
man who want- to purchase £100 worth of
furniture. lit! signs a hire purchase agree-
nlient, which is registered as a bill of sale.

Bllu. JI. Nicholson: And it becomes a bill
of sale.

Ht. E. Ifl. IJEENAN: That is so.
Hon. J. Nicholson: There will be no hire

purchase agrecements in futu re, if the Bill

Hon. El. If. H1IEENAN: What an extre
ordinary statement for the hon. memberI
make.

Hon.' G.' Fraser: We are used to such
statenments.

Hon. E. Mt. HEENAN: A young man who
desires to settle dlown proposes to buy fur-
niture worth £100. The vendors will want
a deposit. They do not deliver £100 worth
of furniture without securing a deposit.
They will also know full well that the goods
referred to in this measure must be pro-
tected, and so will protect themselves to that
extent before delivering the furiniture frm
their warehouse, that is, if they have any
sense-
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Hon. H.L S. WV. Parker: TI
have to pa- £950 deposit,

Hon. E. 11. HEENAN: No.
Hon. TI. S. W. Parker: As

delivered, the furniture becomi
Furniture to the value of £50
duced in vale to £30.

Hon. E. 3.HEENA-N: No,4
Hon. IH. S. W. Parker: Fu:

ciates in value 50 per cent. in

Hon. E. MN. IHEENTAN: Thai
of the ease that I am certain
vendors will work out to their
tion. The principal virtue o
that poor pee sle will bie de
doubtful p)rivilege of pledging
tics in the way of furniture,
tools of trade. Theo measure
.o existing bill- of salle; itI
certain unfortuinate class from

Question put and a divisio
the following result-

Ayes-
Noes

1Majority against

lkn .1. Cornell
Konm J. A. Dimmnilt
Hron J. M. Drew
lion J. T. Franklin
Ron G. Fraser
lHon E, H. Gray
N on E. H. H. Hall

Horn. E. H. Angelo
Hion. C. F. Baxter
Finn. 1, B. Bolton
U..pn. V, HaMeresley
Ron. J1. J. H1olmes
Han, W. J. Mann
H-in, G. W. Miles

Avics.
"aIll. W
Hon. E.
Hoil. W..
Hion. T.
Hon. C.
lion, a.

No1E~s
Hon. .. 1
Mon. H.
Hon. H.
HMon. H.
Hon. A.
Hon. H.
Han. .

Question thus negatived.

Bill defeated.

MOTION-TROLLEY

Bern on the Esplana

Debate resumed from the 14
onl the following motion by
Bolton (M-etropolitan) :

That, as thre reply by the Cl
to a question regarding the e
trolley bus barn on the Eaplau:
that the Goven-urneat. hadl sut
aideration, thkis H-ouse enplitati
against time use or this site fn
pose.

ie man would

soon as it is
es Secondhand.

would be re-

Vr 0.
ruliture depre-
mld ilt ely.

tis One aspect
the furniture

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hion. W.
H. Ijitson-West) [9.b5]-: Mr. Bolton, in
moving the motion, went to very great
lengths to impress upon us 'what had been
accomplished by the City Council, and did
not concern himself very much with what
has been accomplished by the Government
regarding improvements mnade oil the river
front. in iluy opinion he introduced quite
a lot Of matters not relevant to the motion,
but I should like to Loll him without fur-
ther delay that this Matter has not been
considered by te (J1overamet.

own salisiac- flon, L.. B. B~olton: You said it was under
f this Bill is onsideration.
nied the very TeC-iESCEAI:Hr gi

hare niecessi- h RE Et.TR.Hr gi

b)edding and, we have another example of what comes
Vill not appl of' being too generous in giving informa-
Vill protect a tion - The reply to the lion. memnber did not
themsielves, state that the matter was under coasidera-

til bw lthu Government. The facts of the
n taken with ease are easily explained. Trolley buses

are a comiparatively recent iniiovationm ia
*. 13 this State and have been vecry success-
*. 14 ful, with the natural consequence that

- there is every possibility of an increasing
I number being used in the city. This being

- so, the department must hare some regaird
for the requirements of the service. At

FtH. Hall present the trolley buses tire housed at
M. Heenan
711. Kitson East Perth, and metropolitan miembers par-
ANoore
14i. Wittenoom ticularly will recognise that there is a lot
B. Wood of running from the centre of the city to

(Teller.) East Perth, which of course, is unpayshle

Nicholson because the trolley buses have to traverse
S. W. Parker the whole of the distance along Hay-street
V. Plessrv
Seddon to the ear hartn. The uneconomical running
Thomson
Tuckey which that necessitates is something that
Craig (eif) the deatetmust take iato considera-

toad so thought has been given to
the question oL' a depot for trolley buses at.
some point other than the present East
Perth car barn. I ami afraid that tile mnere
appearance of the ear barni has probably

WUSES. had somnething to do with the obleetions

do. raised by some nemmbers of this House. I
lUnderstand that the department has been

Ith November looking for a site which I will describe as
Ronl. L. B. a depot. There has never been any inten.

tion of establishing repair shops or any-
hiet Secretary thing Of that kinid se parately for trolley
rectioa of a buses. The intention has been that the
adoe, indicatedl trolley buses should use the repair shops
:ll nercn at East Perth when necessary. As I said,

rsuch a pur- the department hils been giving thought to
the qluestion, and has considered quite a
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numblIer of siteti, but no finality has been
reached. Again I eiophasise that the Gov-
ernient has not at any time had this
matter before it. I hope the hion. member
wvill accept my wvord for that, as it would
appear that lie doubts the word of another
Minijster who mnade a somewhat similar
statement. 'May I suggest to the bon nmem-
ber that if there was anl intention on the
part of the Governmreunt to utilise the site
to which h.l referred. instead of any build-
ig- that inighlt lie ere ed being ain eye-

Sore, it wanud probally be quite ill keep-
lag, with thle surrounding area.

lion. L B. Bollon: We dto not want any
bii d inRg there at all.

Thie CIIi l' SECRETARY: The lion.
member has vrlv defin'ite ideas onl the
mnatter. I an not quarrelling with him on
that score, but ihe appears to havye trolley
bhuses on its mind, and T want to assur e
hl iof thle actualI position. Until such timen
as (his proposall is dealt with by' the Coy-
virninent, T do not know that he has much
to conmpla in about. Still I would like to
rel'y to some of the statements made on
the motion, because hie svened quite pre-
pared tol give all possible credit to the City
Council for havring done at very good job.
In that hie is tot alone. 1, too, am tire-
pared to give the City Council much credit
for the work it has (lone, 1)u1t 1 am not
prepareid to give the City Council all the
credit for ll] the work that has been done.
Oly.% ii' reeent y'ears has thle City Council
been1 preparedl really' to intecrest itself in the
beautification of thle water front. As far black
as 1914 Union Jack Square wvas offered to
the City Council bY the Government and the
council refused the offer. Tn 1918 the Gov-
erment oiffered the City Council all the
parks and gardens under Government con-
trol in the Citev of Perth, and the offer was
refused in July of that year. So members
should bear in mind that the City Council
has not always been so keen in the matter
of parks and reserves anid water fronts as it
is today. 'The City' Council did not refuse
the offer of the Government in 1918 until it
had inspected all the books in connection
with the parks and reserves. Apparently be-
caiuse the City Council thought the taking
over of those parks and reserves would in-
volve something of a liability, it was not
prepared to accept the offer made by the
Government.

Hon. E. B. Angelo: But the war was
oil then.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: And a war is
onl now. I cannot see that that would make
:n.%. difference to the principle.

B-on. E. H. Angelo: The undertaking of a
liability at that lime would make a differ-
ence.

The CI] El' SEWdETAR1Y: So we have
one of the reasons why wve have heard so
mulch recently regarding the City Council.
I wvish to give the City Council aUl possible
credit for liing done a good job, but I do
not want this House or the City Council to
take from thle Goverunient the credit due to
it in that regard or thle credit due for en-

a t1ilte City Coll.. ri I to do its share. I
think miemblers; -ill atcree that Mr. Bolton
Was not prepared] to give the Government
an1Y credit at all.

lfeon. L. B. Boltoni: I was not putting up
acase for the Government.

The CIJEF SECRETARY: I would not
expect the hall, member to do so, hut lie
could give credit where, credit is due, arid not
clsam the Whole of tile credit, as he did, for
thle City Council. Thle lion. member went so
fair as to saY that tlie Government was shirk-
ing its respionsibility. He even said that the
Gov-ernmenit wvas not prepared to carry out
the agreement entered into with the City
Council. Neither of those statements con-
tained any.% semblance of truth, but before
dealing wvith that point, let ilc give a little
more history. Thie hion. member said that the
City Council had spent £78,000 oil Riverside
Drive arid foreshore improvements. I have
no doubt those figures lire correct, but the
lion. member said nothing about the money
spent by the Government, wvhich had brought
river improvements to the stage when it be-
came possible for the City Council to ex-
pend that mnoney' anid secure the results that
we see today. The lion. member spoke eulo-
gistically of M1ount's Bay-road, referred to
what it haid been and to the wonder-
ful improvements to be steen today.
The hon. member gave the City Council all
due credit for what it had done, but not a
word was said about what the Governmenat
had done regarding the same work. One
wvould imagine that the Government had had
no hland whatever in the task. As a matter
of fact, it was carried out largely with Goy-
erment assistance. Members will recall
that at that time the locall authorities, and
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particularly the Perth City Council, were The CHIEF SECRETARY: Does Mr.
supplied by the Government with relief
workers. In this instance, the men were
paid £:1 more than they were entitled to as
relief workers, or for sustenance. The
monley so paid represented at least two-
thirds, according to my information, of the
total wages paid onl that job. That money
wvas provided by thle Government; yet Mr.
Bolton says thle City Council was respon-
sible for that, and claims that the present
Government is anxious to do something that
will spoil the good work accomplished by
the City Council. Ini addition to the money
provided by the Government in that wvay,
the plant owned by the Government was
largely utilised for the work. Let ius be Lair
in viewing a matter of this description, aiid
not limit credit to tile City Council only.
In discussing this question outside Parlia-
ment, one gentleman said that the comupari-
son between the work of the Government
and of the concil was as between a man
that created a garden and one that mnerely
top-dressed it. I think that descriptionl
very apt when consideration is given to the
widening of Mount's Bay-road and the im-
provenient of the river foreshore.

Hon. 14. B. Bolton: T gave you the ex-
penditure incurred 1)y the City Council, hutl
you have not given the House particulars
,of Government expenditure.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I shall give
the hon. memilber information tinder that
beading as well. While Mr. B~olton wvas
tspeaking, I interjected that the council had
received very great benefit as a resuilt of the
improvements to the waterfront. There is
no question as to the truth of that remark,
in that, as a result of the expenditure of
Government funds in that area, thle council
has undoubtedly received considerable bene-
fit by way of increased rates. As usually
'happens in such instances, those increased
rates will be payable for many years to

tomne.
Hon. .J. Nicholson: But where would the

increased rates come rn
The CHIEF SECRETARY: From pro-

perties in the vicinity' of the waterfront.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: You are wrong there.
The CHIEF SECRETARY. There have

been great improvements, and I think I am
-right in my statement.

Hon. J1. Nicholson: Not one whit.

Nicholson claim that land in the vicinity of
the waterfront is not more valuable than
formerly, and that that is not due to the
improvements that have been carried outl

Hon. J1. Nicholson: But those improve-
ments have not increased the rates at all.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If rates
have not been increased, most decidedly land
values have increased.

Hon. W. J. 3Mnn: The improvements
must have resulted in increased valuations.

The CHIEF' SECRETARY: Of course;
and I am surprised that Mr. Nicholson
could even suggest for one moment that an
expenditure of hundreds of thousands of
pounds would not have that effect. I claim
that the value of the land handed over
to the City Council as the result of the re-
clamiation work must amount to about
£108,000, and that is the opinion of an
expert valuer. There is another point ill
respect of which the Government at least
is entitled to some credit. Air. Bolton coan-
plained that the Government had shirked its
responsibilities and neglected to fulfil its
obligations.

Non. L. B. Bolton. Yes, with regard to
ile removal of the sheds.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: During the
course of his remarks, Mr. Bolton said-

It is my desire to point out to inembers
who may~ lot be titornughi conversant with
the subject how the maqtter etanuds to-day, nd
to show then hlow the City Council in every
instance has fulfilled its obligations but how,
on the other hiandl, the Governmnent is attemnpt-
ing to shirk its responsibilities and to do
something which is not included] ill the
arrangenient between the City Council and
the Government.

I am afraid the facts do not bear out the
hon. member's statement. The Government
has alreadyv done more than it undertook to
carry out. It promised the removal of the
exising buildings within five years. Now,
at the end of 2y._ years, some of those build-
ings have alreadyi been removed.

Ron. L. B. Bolton: Or as soon as they are
empty.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
memlber desires to he very particular.

I-on. L. B. Blolton: Thiat is an important
point.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: What Mr.
Bolton refers to is an arrangement that was
madfe after the original agreement was
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entered into as the result of which the
Governmnt, by means of corresp ondence,
and in reply to de-putations, told the
council tha-t it wvas, desirous of assisting that
body as far a,, it could. I understand the
City Council expressed its satisfaction with
the arrangement moade. I amt very doubtful
whether the council is dissatisfied wvith tho
position as it stands to-day. (Of cours- I
know Mr. Bolton is in possession of corres-
ponidence, which he quoted to the House. I
do not proposec to follow him by' also quoting
correspondence. All f desire ait the moment
is to show the hon. member that the Govern-
mnent will canry out its obligation to the very
letter. It is to be hoped the council will do
the same., I have already pointed out that
some of the buildings have been removed;
for instanice, three boatsheds and one storage
shed have gone, andi legal action has been
launced" to secure the renioval of two other
boatsheds. A modern parking area has been
established. If it was not the intention of
the Government to carry out the arrange-
ment it had entered into with the council,
would it be likely to take legal action to en-
force the removal of some of the existing
preinisesl7 If the hon. member thiniks a gang
of men should be sent to demolish the sheds
immediately they are vacated, he makes a
big mistake. We must be reasonable reg-ard-
ing such matters, and T consider the Govern-
ment has been more than reasonable in giving
effect to the arrangemnent. I amn advised that
the following sets out briefly the arrange-
ments mnade with the City Council: The
Government, on the 21st Mlay, 1937, under-
took "to remove the buildings now existing
in the section bounded by Mfill-street,
Bazalar-terrace, Rh-ct-side-drive and William-
street within five years." This was corn-
municated to the council, and after an ex-
change of letters, the matter was agreed to
without alteration to this clause. The Acting
Lord M.Nayor thanked the Governiment in
writing, and expressed the appreciation of
the council and of himself at the action of
the Government in bringing this long-
debated matter to finality. The lighterin
companties then decided to close down their
operations by river, and asked for a two-
years lease for storage, as they were con-
sidering a proposition for road transport.
Cabinet agreed on the 3rd October, 1938, to
a lease for one year and no longer. The
proposition having fallen throughb, the com-
panies were prepared to remove their sheds
as soon as they became empty, and one was

dismantled and sold. Another containing
]many toins of paper Wvas to remain until not
later than the end of 1939. That is another
indication that the Government was very
anxious to secure the removal of thesie sheds
at the earliest possible momnent, consistent
with a reasonable attitude towards the vari-
otis interests affected. Ani arrangement was
made between the State Glardens Board,
Me1lllwraith 3[cEacharn & Co., and W.A.
Newspapers Ltd. for the storage of news-
print iii shieds from the 28th February. A
minimuni period of six mionths was fixed,
with a right of extension for any subsequent
period n ot later than the 31st December,
1939. Again, that shows that the Govern-
111l!nt was not prepared to agyree to any ex-
tension beyond the end of this year. The
War, however, has raised n possibility not
contemplated by any party to iei agrccnwnt,
aind it is just possible that the removal of
all the facilities for the river transport of
goods might be a serious blunder.

H1on. L. Craig: It-would probably be very
serious.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes ; and
consequently that phase had to be given
somne consideration. Ji understand some
thought was given to the possibility of the,
destruction of bridges by enemty action. We
all hope that is far-remioved from the hounds
of possibility, but nevertheless we cannot
afford to assume too much. The Government
must have regard to the possibilities of such
a sittuatioin.

Hon. L>. Craig: Then there is a possibility
of restricted petrol supplies.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That too is a
grave possibility. I have already mentioned
that river transport may be essential in the
future. While the City Council may choose
to ignore that aspect, the Government can-
not afford to dto so. Members 'will quite
understand what criticism would be levelled
at the (iovenimnt if anything of the sort
should hap pen a's thie result of enemny action
.and, by sie tlecision of the Government,
the people were o circumstanved that they
w~ere not able to Lise the river when other
means of' tranisport were not available. I
can assu:ire the House that the Government is
anxious to remove eyesores on public do-
mains, and( clang the river frontage, or
wherever theyv may he. As to the existence
of the particular: buildings to which Mr.
Bolton has specifically alluded, a motion such
as hie moved wvas not needed, nor were the-

252T



-528[COUNCIL.]

statements made by him in support of
it requiiredl to convince the Government
that it should carry out an agreement
laonuably entered into with the City
Council. I could criticise the City Council
on its attitude if I wished to do so,
hut I do not prolpose at this juncture
to deal with somne of the matters that would
show that evyen the policy of tile Perth City
Council has not always ltecrn inl accord with
that which it advocates at present, iiot only
regarding its attitude to the beautification
of the river but concerning the spoiling of
what has already been nellontpi shed. I told
Mr. Bolton I would quote some figures to
indicate the money that has been spent by
the Government onl this work, but I am afraid
I have not included those particulars in my
notes. Suice it to say that if one cared to
reckon uip the amiount of money spent by the
Government in (different avenuecs, one would
find( that it rant in to hund reds of thousands
of pounlds, not a merec £78,000.

Hon. T. Moore: And that is apparent; the
work can be seen all over the place.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Of course
that is so. It is there for every member to
view for himself. One need only mention
what has been done onl thle South Perth side
of the river.

Hon. L. B3. Bolton : My only concern, is
where you propose to house the trolley
buses.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In support
of his motion Mr. Bolton's argument made
it appear that the present (Joverrnient was
not interested in any such work unless it
could get at few more pounds by way of rent,
that becaunse sonic department of the State
desired to get at few pounds of revenue, the
Governmecnt is goiing to agree willingly to the
erection of son,,! building on thle wa terf ront
that would he an eyesore. That was the
lion. member's arg-ument, noc matter what
words lie used. I would p~oinat out that the
Government is committed to til- expenditure
of a1 tremend~ous amnount of siioncev ini the

futre on the beautification of thle river
front. Mnuch work ,envins to be done. Thei
beautification will take sonle year's to coin-
plete. I do not Suppose thle City Council Is
likely to agree to the suggestion that it
should he prepared to foot the bill. I hardly
like to mention this, but it is, a remarkable
fact that those who are speaking for the
-City Council seem to think thaot the respon-

sibility for the unemployed should fall
wholly and solely on the Government. It
would be interesting to know what the City
Council has spent in the last few years on
the relief of unemployment.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Part of that £94,000.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: What is that

compared with the times we have been going
through and thle amiount of money provided
by the Government for the relief of unem-
ployment in the city of Perth?

Hon. L. B. Bolton: The Federal Govern-
ment provided most of it, do0 not forget.

The CHIE P SECRETARY: Quite apart
from anything that might have beeni pre-
vided by the Federal Government, what has
tile City Council done to relievec the unem-
ployment position in Perth?

Ron. J. Nicholson: A very great deal.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: In what

way?7
Holl. J. Nicholson: In giving employment

on roads to men who were more or less in-
capacitated.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That state-
mnent sounds very nice. Unfortunately the
lion, member is not in a position to substan-
tiate it.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I will get the infor-_
nation for the Chief Secretary if we are

siting, tomiorrow.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.

member is not in a position to substantiate
his statement to any extent. He may point
to a few men wvho have been given employ-
ment, but I have yet to learn that within
the last few years tE0c City Council has done
.anything concrete other than, to keep) its own
workers inl employment. Can the hon. Inem-
her mention one wvork that has been done in
tile city in recent years by thle City Council
to relieve unemployment?

Lion. L. B. Bolton: Yes9, the verny work
wev are disrussi mw; that onl the waterfront.

The CHJEF SECRETARY: The men
emplloyepd on that in recent years have been
employed by' the council for some time.

Ron. L. B. Bolton: Some of them.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I give the

council credit for what it has done but it
hais not done one-tenth of what it might
have done to relieve the unemnploymenit pro-
bleun in Perth. T make that definite state-
ment in view of whit the hon. member has
said. There are very few capital cities--
very few cities at all-that are in such a
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favourable financial position as the city of
Perth. All credit is due to the City Coun-
cii. That body is looking- after its own in-
terests and doing so very wvelI indeed.

Hon. H. Tuekey: Was tile Council not
£C12,000 in debt at the 30th June?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: £12,000? A
few hundred thousand pounds! It is signiii-
cant, however, that the council has reduced
its loan liability by about £400,000 in recent
times.

Hon. H1. Tuekey:, I was referring to its
overdraf t.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I imagine
that its overdraft is iAueih larger than
£12,000. 1 do not know where that figure
coaxes from but there may hie a loss on the
working account.

Hion. J. T. Franklin: That figure was last
year's deficit.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I want it to
he understood that I am forced to make
these statements in view of the manner inI
which the motion was introduced and the
arguments used in support of it. So far as
I understand, the relationship between the
City Council and the Government is quite
good, though I did notice that, according
to the paper the couincil kad decided to ask
its officers to give whalever informnation they-

coud i thre oreniy signs of the Govern-

nient erecting a ear-bara, or a trolley-bus
depot on the waterfront. The council is ter-
ribly suspicious thatt the Governmeat is
likely to do something to spoil the water-
front; yet what the council has done to
beautify the waterfront will not compare ini
value with what the Government has done.

Hon. 14. B. Bolton: T did not criticise the
Government.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In the past
the Government has been criticised for
spending too mLuei money on the waterfront
and not eniougli in the country. The lion.
miember himself used that argument.

Bon. J. Nicholson: What has that to do
svil l the question before us?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have dealt
with that matter mid aim now replying to
Ihe lhon. member'sc statemtents.

Hon. J. Nicholson: T do not think hie
raked that question at all.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I did not
soy hie had raised it on this motion. I said
we have heard from him in the past that we
are spending too much in) the city and not

enough in the country, Just as we have
heard from country mnembhers that we should
provide more facilities for the country in-
stead of spending the mione~y ill providing
for the beautification of the riverfront.

Hon. T. Moore: You get it both ways.

The CHIEF SECRIETARY : There is so
much one could say when dealing with townx
planning or the beautification of the river-
front or the erection of a tram depot or
trolley bus barn. I want to conclude as I
began by saying that the department has
considered many sites which would provide
a more accessible depot for trolley buses.
The East Perth site does not lend itself to
expansion as proposed by Mr. Bolton. It
has never been the inteation of the depart-
ment to establish -repair shops away from
East Perth and hion. members can rest as-
sured that the repair shops will remtain
where they are at present. Until such
time us a proposal of that kind is
dealt with by the Government, naturally
the Government will not he in a
position to discuss it. 1 want the House to
understand that the department has been
looking after its best interests and endear-
ouring to find ways and means for providing
a depot for trolley buses more economical
thn the present one. The hon. member, in
moving his inotion, has endeavoured to give
n good dheal of credit to the City Council
without giving any to the Government for
what it lias donie in the way of bevautifying
the riverfront, hut I assure the House that
time Govern menit is just as jealous as the City
Council to prevent the erection of eyesores;
on the w-aterf'ront, and the agreement with
thme City, Couincil will be honoured in every
detail consistent with the circumstances at a
given niouient. U*nfortunately it has not been

as 1 esasoncwou1l have thought to seenre
the rra1o10 al of aill the sheds at the one time.
I have pointed out thnt war conditions have
created a situation that hats had to he given
sonic consideration. Having regard to all
the rireunistances, it cnn be said that the
Governmient hans not endeavoured to shirk its
res~ponsibilities but has tried to (10 its best
to carry out its agreement and will continue
in dto so. If cTirumstances arise that make it
essential to retain some facilities for river
iramfe. as a result of war needs, the Govern-
ment will have to take that into considera-
tion, and] T do tnt think the council will raise
any strong objection. I feel the council con-
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sists of reasonable men, who will adopt a
reasonable attitude it circumstances of that
kind should arise. The lion, member's fears
that tile Governmient is not likely to carry
out its obligations are therefore groundless.
There was no need for the lion. member to
move af iotion of this kind because the
Government is as anxiouis as is the City
Council to beautify the riverfront.

HON. T. A. DIMTT (Mectropolitan-
Suburban) [10.101 : Actually I think the
House k~ not very m uch conc erned with the
quarrel between the champion of the Gov-
ermnent mid the champion of the City Coun-
cil. The Chief Secretary appears to mie to
have spoken for about two minutes on the
motion and for the rest of thle time on some-
thing that is almost irrelevant. The motion
as printed onl the notice paper is that this
House emplhatically protests against the use
of this site For the purpose stated; that is,
against the use of! the riverfront for the pur-
pose of erecting, a trolley-bus barn. The Mlin-
ister has given us a certain assurance but
I do not know that the story has been com-
pletely told. I hare it on what I consider
indisputable authority that at the time Mr.
Bolton introduced this mnotion plans were on
the drawing board for a trolley-bus barn to
be erected onl the riverfront. It is not ai
very big step from a plan on. a drawing
board to a. building on a site, and it is not
a ivcry big step from a, recommendation by
a department Io the acceptance of that
recommendation by Cabinet.

The Chief Secretary: It would he interest-
ing to know where you got that information.

Hon. J. A. JYTMITT: I had it on indis-
pultalble authority.

Thle Chief Secretary: Whose?

Hon. J. A. ])IMMITT: I will go further
ad aytat , person made a remark to

me that he was in a position to make, that
members of Parliamlent should not be wor-
ried about an unsqightly trolley-bus barn he-
cause the building was to be of brick, and
something good to look upon.

Holt. L. B. Bolton: I heard that, too.
Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: My contention is

that it the building were of stone surrounded
by Corinthian columns, and if those columns
were embellished with gold and studded with
diamondis, it would still he wrong for a
building to be placed in that position. Mr.
Bolton's motion should be strongly supported

by the House so that the Government aced
be in no uncertainty as to Parliament's atti-
tude to such a proposal. It would be a sin
to spoil the river frontage. Actually it has.
been spoilt to somne extent by the establish-
ment of a car parking area and an amuse-
ment park, and the erection of buildings on.
the riverfront would carry that spoliation,
still further and indicate a complete disre-
gard of the beauties of Perth and the river-
frontage. Many cities are spending scores of'
thousands of pounds to beau tify their en-
virons while here are natural advantfages that
thle Corernnient, or, if not the G1overnmient, a.
department is seeking to destroy. While it
may be true that the Governmenit as a Gov-
ernment has not considered this site, it seems
perfectly obvious that a department has con-
sidered it, anid not only considered it lint has
gone to the extent of havingr plans aind speci-
fications completed. I hope the House will
rote solidly for thle motion so that the Gov-
ernment will know that Parliament is cer-
tainly not in accord with such a proposal.

HON. H. S. W. PARKER (Met ropolitaff-
Suburban) [.10.15] : 1 listened Attentively to
thle renliark.s Of tbu Chief Secretary, and was
pleased to hfear that the Government was
proud Of having spent so much money on
the foreshere. Neverthieless I wats suirprised
lie mlade no definite statemlent, and was very
caireful not to do so. The only statement
he really made wvas that ire eouhi lie sure
there w1uld he no eyesore. The answer
given to a qjuestion somie time ago was that
the matter was tinder consiideration, hut no
decisionl had Yet been arrired at. T hoped
toaiL-lt softe definite statemnent wold be
rmade that in no cirrinmstances would at eair-
barn, however beautiful, be 1placed onl the
rirer front.

The Chief Secretary: '[hat was the reply
of the department.

Hon. 11. S. AV. PARKER: 1 hoped the
Chief Secretary would be able to mnake a
definite statement that the Government in
no circumstances would allow any such
buildings to be erected onl the foresore. I
afln not surpirised Mr. Bolton brought for-
ward the motion. One of the greatest eye-
sores the city could have is "White City" in
the middle of thme river front. Beautiful
grass grows from time Causewaty to thle most
unsightly parking area that is out in the
sun.
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The Chief Secretary: Was that not agreed
to by the City Council?

Hion. H. S. W. PARKER: I am not con-
cerned about that, but am Sorry the Gov-
erment was not strong enough to prevent
,the council from erecting that eyesore.
That, however, is not under the direct con.
trot of the Government, but comes under
what is called the State Gardens Board.
-Only today I saw an iron building going-
up there, and presume it is for some otlher
gaudy amusement at the foot of William-
street. There is a large area surrounded
by netting, and it is let for the parking of
,cars. Why should it not be used for tho
.general public if available for the purpose,
but, on the other hand, why have ear.n
-parked there at all? The area should bn-
,laid out in gardens. If the Gardens Board
is going to do that sort of thing witlh our
public areas, it is time the Government
brought its career to a close and handed
,over the property concerned to the City
Council; alternatively, if it is to be a State
,Gardens Board, let it be restricted to the
control of gardens only. As a member

0 f Parliament in this State and a rate-
payer of the city one is ashamed to
point out things like that to visitors.
I refer to the wheels, the side shows and
-other amusements at the foot of William-
street. True, the noise has been eliminated,
but I hope the whole thing will shortly dis-
appear because very few people patronise
the place. I was sorry the Chief Secretary
could not say, definitely the riverfront Aould
not be used for a bunilding in which to house
trolley buses. He should have found no)
difficulty in saying that. All we have had
from him is a statement that the site of the
depot has been under the consideration of
the department. Apparently he was unable
to say that that site had not been considered
by the department. Possibly he is not in a
position to lie more definite on that point.
I tnust the House will ask him to convey to
the Government that we are definitely op-
posed to any portion Of the river fr'ontageP
being occupied for that purpose, and that
lbe himself will oppose the use of such a
site. Any amount of land is available for
the purpose between Claremont and the
University at comparatively cheap prices.

The Chief Secretary: Where do you sug-
gestl

Ron. H. S. W. PARKER: Between the
Pertli-Freniantle-road and the Karrakatta
cemetery. The depot need not be erected
on the main road, and could be placed a
few hundred yards further back. There i6
a dairy at present in the locality with
a dirty-looking cowyard attached to it. The
area could be acquired at a low cost, and a
depot established there would be out of the
way, although conveniently placed for the
vehicles concerned. If a depot were re-
quirpid for the northern trolley buses, I sug-
gest one of the northern suburbs. Trolley
buses ar, already parked along Bazaar
terrace iii the daytime, but I do not know
whether they are there at night. I admit
it is inconvenient to take trolley buses to
the carharn, bitt there is an old carbarn
at Claremont in which the trolley buses
could be housed. I trust the Chief Secem-
tary's words will be given full effect to by
the Government, and that no more eyesores
will be erected along the river front. 1 also
hope the Government wvill in the near future
do its best to remove the present eyesores,
namely, those that have been erected by a
Government instrumientalityv. I am not re-
ferring to other building-s that must remain
where they are for the time being in case
they ni-c required for water transport.

Thne Chief Secretary: I think, the City
Council agreed to the Parking- area being
p~laced where it is.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[1.0.221: The Chief Secretary hans dlisplayed
remarkable skill tonight in seeking to evade
a veryv definite reply to the motion. Hie has
practised that high art of evasiveness that
proball v entitles him to be placed on a
pinnacle. The question is a simple one, not
one that needs to be elaborated and dilated
uipon to the extent the Chief Secretary ha 11S
(lone concerning the respective amounts ex-
pended hY the Government and the City
Council or, the waterfront. The matter
originated lix a question asked by Mr. Bolton
in November last. He asked, "Is it the in-
tention of the Government to build a trolley
bus barn on the Esplanade site between
William and MIill streets, south of Bazaar
terrace and the water's edge?" That was a
plain and simiple question, and the reply of
the Chief Secretary' produced the motion
now before us. The reply 'Vwas "The matter
is under consideration hut no decision bas
yet been arrived at."
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The Chief Secretary: That was the depart- the citizens of Perth, I wish first of all to
ment's reply.

H-on. J. NICHOLSON: Apparently the
Chief Secretary has not heard the many
rumnours that have heen floating widely about
the city, but for his information I can verify
what Mr. Dimmitt said. There have been
what seem to be definite rumours that the
Government has prepared plans and specifi-
eations for a proposed earbarn onl the water-
front. Those runiours have been prevalent,
and because of thenm Mr. Bolton was promp-
red to move his motion. It is, I believe, the
honest endeavour of the Government to
,assist in embellishing and improving the
waterfront, just as it is the earnest endea-
you r of the Cityv Council to make the water-
front a source of attraction worthy of the
capital city of this great State. That the
Government has spent certain sunms of money
onl works there is to be expected. It is the
dut 'y of any Government to see that the
capital city is kept uip to a high standard,
because 1), the standard attained in the capi-
tal city shall the State as a whole be judged
by those wvlo conic here. For that reason 1
wouldI not expevt the Government to do other
than spend] mone 'y where% er necessary , but
(;overinents sometimes make mistakes. I
believe there has been a risk of a very grave
mnistake being, perpetrated by the Govern-
ment, it one is to believe the rumours that
have been g-oing about. They seem to have
some foundation in fact. The very answer
givenl by the Chief Secretary to Mr. Bolton's
question in November is indicative of the
fact and helps to prove the truth of the
rumours. This House should assist the Gov-
eninent in seeing that it does not perpe-
trate a mistake and spoil the beauty of the
waterfront. By this means its proglress to-
wards embellishment will be advanced. We
recognise that at present there are eertain
eyesores onl it which must be removed and in
due time will be removed. But the Govern-
ment ought to be Peouraged by an emphatic
vote fromt this House registering our, strong
Objection to anyV proposal to erct On that
wvaterfront or in its vicinity any such strutc-
tulre as that which is proposed here. That
being the ease T sincerely hope that bon.,
members will record their votes inl favour of
AMr Bolton's motion:

HON. J. T. FRANKLIN (Metropolitan)
[10.31] : In listening- to the debate on this,
in my opinion, highly important question to

congratulate Mr. Bolton on bringing the
matter forward. I wish also, however, to
draw attention to the fact that Mir. Bolton
is not blaming the Government. He is
merely anxious lo obtain a definite promise
that a car barnt shall not be erected on the
Esplanade. The Chief Secretary in speak-
ing to the notion actually twitted the City
Council with not having spent much money
onl the foreshore. I wish to inform the hon.
gentleman and also the House and the public
generally that the Perth City Council has
spent thousands of pounds more than it
should have spent onl the making of
Mount's Bay-road. I wish to bring it
prominently to lion. members' notice that
Mount's Bay-road is a portion of the
main igh-lway. Onl the boundary of the
City of Perth, the -Main Roads Board has
never spent at penny on that road. The
Perth City Council did the whole of the
wvork. From Crawley Baths to the boundary
it Made a deviation at considerable cost.
That was durring the time when Mr. Gal-
Ibraith was City Engineer. Then, to make
that road something that not only the Perth
City Council would be proud of but also
the citizens of Perth, the council decided to
widen the road from the Crawvley Baths right
into the city. That work also was carried
out by the Perth City Council-with the
assistance of the Governmient at that time;
and I think lion, members will agree that the
council assisted the Government by engag-
ing sustenance men to do the work on that
portion of the road. Therefore it is about
fifty-fifty as far ats expenses with regard to
that work are concerned.

However, we have also the good graces of
the King's Park Board, 'rho allowed us to
take all the filling-in we required off the side
of the bill. That wvas a big undertaking, but
the Perth City Council also bad to re-
establish the side of the hill by planting trees
and shrubs and so forth to make it as natural
as possible. I think lion, members and the
citizens of Perth think a good job was made
of that.

Hon,. J. Nicholson: I canl bear all that
on t.

lion. J. T. FRANKLIN: .I desire to give
the Government at great deal of credit for
what they have done in improving the
foreshore: and in giving- that credit I want
to go back to one man, who is gone, un-
fortunately for the State of Western Aus-
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India. But for the late Mr. Alexander
McCallum, those improvements would not
have been so far advanced as they are at
the present time. Honour to whom honour
is due. As regards the foreshore, howdyver,
I am not only with "Mr. Bolton but also
with the Chief Secretary. The hon gentle-
muan does not want that foreshore to he dis-
figured: lie wants it to he a thing of beauty
forever. However, we do want a distinct
undertaking fromII thle Government,
Whether the ( ovejnmient knows or not
that the idea is to erect a ear barn onl the
foreshore I cannot say. I must accept the
word of thle Chief Secretary, who says the
miatter has not been considered:. but I
know from past experience, from having0
written in to certain departmnents and ob-
jected to this, that and the other thing
being carried out in the main street, that
the next thing one knows is that that very
thing is being done. Now Mr. Bolton has
taken the bull by tile horns and brought
the matter before Parliament, and I sin-
cerely hope the motion will be carried, and
carried so effectively' that no building will
be erected on the foreshore between Craw-
icy and the Causeway to disfigure it once
more. The Perth Cit 'y Council has made a
wonderful -work of that locality. The Gov-
erment has assisted the council, I wish
to say also. Thle Glover'nment and the coun-
cil have worked hand-in-hand. I know
front my experience of 26 years in the
council and of dealing with the Government
that we have always had a fair deal not
only from the Government of the day but
also from the Gardens Board with regard
to any matters brought f orward. They
have always been at one with us as regards
the beautifying of that route. But if we
do not pass this motion, it will be a kind
of lever for the department, I am not
saying "the Government" now, hut "the
department." The department will try to
mislead the Government into erecting build-
ingys on the foreshore, and that will be the
thin end of the wedge to go onl and effect
other disfigurements there.

Anl objection has been raised that the
area at East Perth is not large enough for
the erection of thle proposed huildings. I
do not set myself uip as an expert, hut if I
were manager of the traniways I would put
up on that area a, car barn that would be
suitable for all time. IC we do not pass

this motion tonight, we shall he allowin~g
the Government to erect a ear barn as pro-
posed. What will happen I No trolley buses
will go down to the East Perth car barn.
They will be housed onl the Esplanade.
We went to block that straighitaway. What
would the GovecrnmenIt do0 if that Site Was
niot there? They would have to find another
site. Well, let theni find it nlow. During the
last tenl years or :io the Perth City Council
has spent over £100,000 onl imiproveiments of
the foreshore. In onlthi Perth it was ncees-
sary to resume several properties bringing in
revenue, and to pull the buildings down. The
Perth'City Council has also taken full charge
of the maintenance of aill those vacant spaces
along the foreshore. Those spaces have been
handed ovcr to the City Council.

The Chief Secretary made a remark with
regard to Union SquareI, to the effelt t 11c1m
the Perth City Council did not want to ta ke
that over. IL that to be wondered at? The
area is very small, and all the tramns con-
gregate there to discharge passengeis. The
fly in the ointment, I mnay say, was that
the tram ways had no conveniences for their
passengers, and the department thought that
possibly, if thle City Council took it over.
they could say, "You have taken it over-,
and you will have to erect those conveni-
ences." That is the truth. I know what I
mia talking- about, because I was Mlayor then.

The Chief Secretary: Was it not the sug-
estion of the council that that should be

done 7
Hon. J. T. FRANKLIN: No: it was the

suggestion of the Tramway Department.
That department wrote to the Perth City'
Council drawing attention to the fact that;
there were no conveniences at the terminus
for thle public, and that it was the Perth
City Council 's business to supply them.

Hon. J1. NKicholson: You knew where the
trap was,

Hon. J. T. FRANKLIN: Yes, I maintain
that the City Council has done more than its
fair, share towards the improvement of the
foreshore. A., regards the revenue to be
derived, when I informed hon. members that
there are only about 20,000 ratepayers who
could be taxed to find the money for this
undertaking, independently of what has to
be clone for the. whole of the city, members
will realise that it is a very big undertaking
for the Perth City Council. I trust that after
Mr. Bolton ha replied. hon. members will
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make up their mtinds with regard to the site
for trolley' buses on the foreshore. As re-
gard,. tie buildings, the Perth City Council
has more than carried out its obligations. It
has removed many of the buildings, and
possibly those that remain may prove a good
thing for the State of Western Australia;
now that the war is on, they may be wanted
for war purposes. I support Mr. Bolton's
motion.

HOW, W, J. MANN (South-West):
[10.43]: I am sorry that this debate has de-
veloJped into a contest as to who shall be
the hero-thie Government or the City Coon-
ci 1-as regards the beautification of Perth.
If the motion goes to the vote, I shall sup-
port it, not in any respect by way of con-
demning the Government but purely as re-
cording a protest against any policy of
Perth's parks or gardens being utilised for
such a purpose. T am just wondering what
a corrohoree there would have been in, for
instance, Victoria if someone had suggested'
putting a building such as a car barn into
Melbourne's Treasury gardens, or if anyone
had been insane enoug1,h to suggest that a
building of the kind should be erected in
Sydney Domain. The uproar would have
been tremendous. Ta this State we are not
particularly well off regarding parks and
gardens, and when the Government set out
upon the reclamation of the river, those of us
who take their delight in seeing beautification
of the whole city felt that at last some effort
was being made to supply a much-needed
want. I sincerely trust that at no time--un-
less it be for purposes associated with the
war crisis, to which everything has to be
subordinated-will such a thing ever be done.
I am glad to have the Chief Secretary's as-
surance that the Government has not seri-
ously considered the erection of a car barn
on the Esplanade.

The Chief Secretary: Would you support
the removal of other buildings?

Ron. W. J. MANN: Yes; and I have a
word or two to say about the later buildings.
The buildings there could, I am sure, he well
moved away. The latest one known to me-
I saw it from the tram this morning in that
beautiful little garden in front of the
Supreme Court-is a gimcrack shack being
constructed on piles, for I do not know what
purpose, right against the sideline boundary
of the garden. It is a shocking structure to

look at for the moment; but I presume it;
is temporary, as I understand the area is
under the jurisdiction of the State Gardens
Board. I am not surprised at anything that
board does, when I consider the cheap-look-
ing asmusement park situated at the foot of
William-street. The sooner the Government
sets about reorganising the State Gardens
Board, the better the community will be
pleased. Tfhe board seems to please itself, it
is answerable to no one, it takes all kinds of
risks and assumes autlirity that I do not
thin~k a board should possess. I agree that
the City Council has received a fair deal
from the Government. On the other hand,
I think the Glovernment recognises that the
City Council is endeavouring to do a good
job. I support the motion merely as a pro-
test against any portion of the river front
being utilised at any time for the purpose of
a car barn or any building of that descrip-
tion.

HON. T. MOORE (Central) [10.47]:
Althoug-h it is late, I wish to say that any-
body who listened attentively to the debate,
should commend Mr. Bolton for having
brought forward the motion and having ven-
tilated what might have proved to be a
grievane had a trolley bus barn been erec-
ted on the Esplanade. I suggest, however,
that the lion, member has achieved his ob-
ject; and that if the motion be carried, the
inference would ho drawn that the Govern-
ment bed decided to erect a trolley bus barn
on the Esplanade, and that this Council, by
vote of the House, had either prevented or
endeavoured to prevent the Government
from adopting such a course. I do not
think that would be right. After all, coun-
try members say, "Look at what the Gov-
ernment is doing for the City of Perth." As
a matter of fact, we are all proud of the
good work that the Government has done.
Mr. Bolton will agree with that, and so will
11r. Dimmitt. We know the -wonderful
change that has been wrought by the recla-
mation work carried out during the past 30
years. I well remember the time when the
small Esplanade as we knew it then, repre-
sented the total of the reclamation -work.
Since then, it has been extended and still
further extended. Therefore each successive
Government during that period has shown a
desire to beautify Perth and its surround-
ings. The present Government in partieu-
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lar has done much good work in that re-
aped, Work which, as has been pointed out,
was commenced when the late Mr. MeCallum
was Minister for Works. I think it would
be unfair to the Government if 'Mr. Bolton's
motion went to a division. The hon. wenm-
her has, as I have said, achieved his pur-
pose. We are all in favour of what hie
says. None of us wants to see any build-
iug of the kind referred to in the motion
erected upon any portion of thle Esplanade.
I appeal to the hon. member to let the mat-
ter rest at that, and not allow people to
draw the inference that we prevented the
Government from doing something that it
-did not contemplate doing-.

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Metropolitani-in
reply) [1050] : May I first say that I very
much appreciate _Mr. Moore's remarks, but I
am sorry- I aml unable to accede to his re-
quest. 'The matte;, in my opinion, is too
serious, particularly in view of Mr. Dim-
mitt's remarks. It should not be left in
mid-air, as it would be if I failed to press
my motion. I do not propose to speak at
great length in reply, because the Chief Sec-
retary, in his goodness of heart, has left me
practically nothing to answer. His very
brief reference to what I consider to be the
main paint of my motion-that of the build-
ing of n trolley hub barn on the Esplanade
-was in absolute contradiction to the reply
that I received to a question I asked in this
Rouse. My question definitely and clearly
was:- Did the Government intend to build
this barn? In reply the Chief Secretary told
the House that the matter was under con-
sideration, but that no decision had been
nrrived at. Surely lie or his colleagues, or
one of his colleagues, must have known some-
thing about the matter in view of his reply
that the matter was under consideration.

The Chief Secretary: It was a depart-
mental reply. You understand that.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: The Chief Secre-
tary told us tonight that the Government
had never given the matter consideration. I
accept his assurance. The Government, as a
Government, may not have given the matter
consideration; but from the remarks made
by Mr. Dimmitt and Mr. Nicholson, sup-
ported as they arc by what I have heard
myself from a high official in the depart-
ment, who said I was barking up the wrong

tree, to use his own words, I gather the Gov-
ernment proposed to erect a beautiful brick
building that would be an ornament to the
Esplanade. Surely, where there is smoke
there is fire. I believe the site is favoured
by the manager of the tramways, Mr. Tay-
lor. I believe also that Mr. Shapcott is
qjuite willing that the barn should be erected
on the Esplanade, and I believe the idea has
the s ympathy-.-although I have no evidence
whatever of this-of the Commissioner of
Railways and the 'Minister for Railways.
Now the Prenii-who 1. svee is present
-ssures us that the Government, as
a Cabinet, has not considered the matter. I
canl but hope that, in view of my motion,
the Government "will not give the matter
ainy consideration.

To my mnind the Chief Secretary has such
a weak case that, like the poor politiciani,
all lie did was to criticise tile other fellow.
The criticism that hie levelled at me -with
respect to the aamut that the Glovernment
spient on improvements to the waterfront was
nmost uinfair. I did not in any way c-riticise
the Government with regard to that workC.
Like every other member of this Chamnber,
I muchl appreciate what the Government has
done. It has done wonderful work, but I
endeavoured to point out that the City
Council also has done wvonderful work. It
has spent £94,000 onl the beautification of
the river, and is sur-ely entitleri to the credit
I gaVe it. I 1iev017 intended nor in any way
attenapted to praise the work done b.y the
City, Concil at the cxp~ense of the Govern-
ment. The City Council and the Govern -

meat worked together to make the river as
beautiful as it is today. As I said when
movnug thle motion, it would not he a sin
but a crime if a trolley bus barn were erected
on thle Esplanade. The Chief Secretary did
mention that some thought had been giveni
to the erection of a barn on a site other than
the Rasl Perth site. 1, in my wisdom, think
tile EnA Perth site ideall for eair-barn ex-
tensions, but I am not pressing that site on
the Government. If the Government desire,;
some other site, let the Government have it,
so long& as it does not build the barn on thle
FsplanadeP. Thle Chief Secretary early in
his speech told the House that he wvould
furnish infornation as to how much more
the Governmenit had spent onl this work tha-n
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had the City' Council. Unfortunately-or
perhapis fortunately for my case-he forgot
to quote the figures. However, we can leave
that aspect.

The Chief Secretary: I did furnish
figures.

Hon. t. B. BOLTON: I cannot speak
for the accuracy of the Chief Secretary's
figures; but I can vouch for the accuracy
of the figures that I submitted to the -House.
I can also v'ouch for the accuracy of all the
statements I made. I read to this Chamber
copies of letters and proved my ease to the
hilt, so much so that when the Minister for
Agriculture received a deputation a few
days ago fromt the City Council, he, being
unfortunately ignorant of some matters that
I quoted, used copies of the letters I had
read. The quotations mande by the Chief
Secretary tonight were practically identical
with those that I submitted to this Chamber.
I have no desire to labour the question. In
conclusion, I wish to sy that almost every
citizen whom I have met in Perth since I
moved the motion has commended me and
expressed the hope that the motion would
be carried as a protest. It is all very well
for Mr. Moore to say that I should have
made my protest after the building bad
been erected.

Hon. T. Moore: I did not say that.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: I am sorry. Some
member suggested that I should have waited
until the building was erected and then pro-
tested. Such a course, in my opinion, would
have been quite wrong. The time to move
is now, before a commencement is made with
the building. T sincerely hope my modtion
will be carried by such a majority as will
convince the Government that it should not
erect a trolley-bus barn on the Esplanade.
The danger I see is that perhaps, when the
session is over, the Government may decide
to proceed with the building. I am quite
satisfied that Mr. Dimmitt's statement is
right and that plans for the proposed build-
ing have been prepared by the department.
I feel prfectlv justified in bringing forward
the motion. I would not have brought it
forward except for the fact that the reply
to mn'y question was that the matter was
under consideration, but that no decision'
had been arrived at.

Question put and passed.

BILL-MAIN ROADS ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Assembly's Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Council.

BILL-rINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

In Com~mittee.

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sit-
ting. Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the
Chief Secretary in charge of the Hill.

Clause 3-Amendment of Section 4:
The CHAIRM'AN: Progress was reported

on Clause 3, the question being to strike out
of paragraph (i) the word "sixteen" anid
insert the word "thirteen" in lieu.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This relates
to the net assessable income of £216. The
Bill represents the policy of the Government
as it has existed for several years. The
object is to exempt from this tax those per-
sons who are receiving the basic wage. If
the amendment is agreed to, a large number
of individuals who have been exempt during
the last few years will be called upon to
Pay.

Ron. C. F. BAXTER: Ever since Labou~r
has been in office it has increased the ex-
emption year by year. The people bene-
fiting are those who enjoy to the full the
free social services provided by the State
and enjoy them to a greater extent than
does any other section of the community.
Those services represent a value of some-
thing over £4 per bead of the population,
and the burden of providing them is borne
by about 80,000 taxpayers.

Hon. G. Fraser: You have agreed to it
every year.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: No, I have fought
it every year.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Afajoritv f

is

or . - 10
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Arn.
Hon. E , H. Angelo Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. H. S. W. Parker
Hlon. L. B, Bolton Hon. H. V. Please
Han, L.. Graip Hon. H. Seddon
Ifon. J, A. Dirnmitt Han. A. Thomson
Hon. J. T. Frankino Hon. H. Tucitey
Ron. V. Hanliereley Ron, C. H. Wittenoon
HOn. J. J, Holmes Hon. G. B. Wood
Hon, W, J1. Mann Hion. G. W, Miles

(Teller.)

Mon. J. M. Drew Hon. E, b1. Heenan
Hon. 0. E'raser Hon.W. H. Kitson
Hon. E, H., Gray Hon. 1'. Moore
Hon. E, H. H, Hall Hon, W. Rt. Hall

Amendment thus passed.

The CHAIRMAN: Paragraph (ii) wilt be
consequentially amended.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: To bring Para-
graph (iii) into line, the amiount will
have to be altered from £4 s. to £4 2s. a
week. I move an amendment-

That in paragraph (iii) the word "1three''
be struck alit and the word "two" inserted
in lieu.

Amendment put and passed ; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 4, Title--agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments and the re-
port adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and retuned to the
Assembly with amendments.

BILL--MARKETING oF EGGS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Its committee.

H~on. J. Cornell in the Chair: Hon. G. B.
Wood in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2-agreed to.

Clause 3-Amendment of Section 3:
The CHIEF SECRETARY: This clause

proposes that the present three-fifths
majority shall be reduced to one-half. If the
measure covered all poultry keepers, that
might be satisfactory, but in the circum-
stances the three-fifths majority should be
retained. The board as at present constituted
provides for a majority of members who are
not opposed to the increase. If Mir. Wood
has his way that position will be reversed.
That is not desirable in the circumstances.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: As to the objection
of the Minister to a simple majority, if the
Committee agreed to that I shall ask mnem-

bers to allow me to withdraw paragraph (b),
which would overcome the Minister's objec-
tion. The effect would be to bring in all
poultry owners who have 75 head of poultry.
As to the composition of the board, surely
people who are setting out to control and sell
their product should have the majority
representation. Last year this House indi-
cated no opposition to the constitution of the
board. That action was taken in anotherv
place. Why bring in the merchants and
others having city interests? So long as
those seetionis have some representation on
the board, the majority representation
should be retained for the producers.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have al-
ready pointed out that if Mr. Wood has his
way, a large number of poultry keepers will
lie brought within the scope of the Act and,
in the opinion of those competent to advise
me, the effect will be to undermine the effi-
ciency of the Act. The Agricultural Depart-
ment has a list of over 4.000 poultry keepers
that have 75 head or more. If Mr. Wood is
not careful these people will undermine what
he desires to achieve by this legislation.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Over what area are the
4,000 poultry keepers spread?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Over the
whole State.

RIon. J. Nicholson: If the owners of 25
head were brought in the number would be
be still further increased.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Most de-
cidedly. The department is anxious that the
industry shall be on a proper footing.

Ron. J. Nicholson: Then the three-fifths
majority should remain.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I have been imi-
pressed by the remarks of the Chief Secre-
tary, and I move an amendment-

That paragraph (a) be struck out.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I oppose the amend-

mlent. A simple majority is the fairer pro-
vision.

Amendment putt and a division taken with
the following result:---

Ayes . .. - .. 12
Noes -

Majority against .

14

.. 2
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Av,:s ]ton. J. NICH-OLSON: The Bill proposes
lion. L. Craig
Hio. J. 3. Drew
Hion. E. if. Grey
Eion. W. R. flaill
lion. J. J. Holmes
14lon.. . itsnn

lion L. B. Hiolton
Hon. J. A. Dimmift
lion. J. T. Franklin
H-on. 0. Fraser
ieso. E. H. H. 11.1l

lion. V. Hisealey
Hon. E. .11. Hesenn

Amendment thus negativen.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Having de-

cided onl the simple majority, which I under-
istand is quite demiocratic, I tike exception
to paragraph (b).

Ron G. Fraser: Mry. Wood intends to with-
draw that paragraph.

The CHAIRMAN: That cannot be done.
An amendment can be moved to strike the
paragraph out.

The CHIEF SECRETARY; The section
provides that only certain people are to
have the right to sign the petition or to take
part iii the election of the board and now
31r. Wood seeks to add another qualifica-
tion that thle person taking part must own
250 head of female poultry. They are to
-control those owning 25 bead of poultry,
although the litter will have no say in the
matter.

Hon. J1. J1. Holmes: Is that quite demo-
cratic?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I. was just
wondering about that myself.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: This proposal is not
quite as bad as it appears to be. The Mn-
ter said that those controlled should have a
vote. Does that mean that a woolgrower
or a wheatgrower who has 25 head of poul-
try should have a vote because he comes
under the Act? I say no. He is not in-
terested iii a vote; he does not want one.
For a commercial grower, 250 head of poul-
try is not a large number. We are en-
-deavouring to obtain better conditions for
commercial growers and not for the men
who have a few fowls as a sideline. If the
mn with the smaller number of poultry were
not controlled, what wvould be the use of a
-board?

Hon. J. NtCHOLSON: I feel that the
Committee can do nothing better than op-
rose the clause.

Hon. G. Fraser: Move to delete para-
graph (b).

io. M1. J. Mann
lHon. T. Meore
Hon. 3. Nicholson
Hon.. H. S. W. Parker
lion,. 1. sodden
Finn. Fi. 14. Angelo

[Teller.)

NOS.
lieon C. WV. Miles
Hon. H. V. Piesse
Hion. A. Thomson
Ho. 14. Tucker
Hons. C. H. Witte,,oom
Ho.. G. B. Wood
lion,. C. F. Baxster

(Teller.)

to make subject to the Act the owner of 25
head of poultry, but no vote is to be given
to any juan who has less than 250 head.
That would lbe to do an injustice to those
conducting small poultry farms. I move-

That paragraph (b) be struck out.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I suggest to
Mr. Wood that it would not do ally harm
to give these people the right to vote. If
they are not interested in tie industry they
will not exercise their vote. If they are in-
terested they will want to do so and will
therefore be of some value to whatever or-
ganisation is endeavouring to control the
industry. in view of the other amendments
in the Bill and the fact that he has suc-
ceeded in securing an amendment for a
simple majority, as against a three-fifths
majority, I do not think lie has much
argument left in support of the paragraph.

Hon. 0. 13. WOOD: I do not intend to
press the paragraph, but I point out that
we are afraid that the people opposed to us
will oppose the board. Unfortunately we
have a poultry adviser who is trying to
drive a wedge into the Primary Producers'
Association. We are afraid that the farmers
with 25 head of poultry will be canvassed
to vote against the board.

Amendment y-ift and passed

The CHIEF SECRETARY: By means of
paragraph (c) the lion, member seeks to
have three producers onl the board of five
instead of two. I do not think he has any-
thing to be afraid of in regard to the con-
stitution of the board under the Act. Gener-
ally speaking, the egg producers would agree
that they do not know very much about the
business side of this matter, which is a very
big one, having to do with marketing and ex-
port. I do not think the lion. member would
be well advised to seek for the control to be
entirely in the hands of the producers who
may or may not have had experience of the
business side.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I am seeking to give
the producers a majority of the-representa-
tion on the board. I do not agree that be-
cause a man is an egg producer he does not
krnow anything about marketing. The Dried
Fruit Hoard bad five members, all of whom
were producers, and they did a wonderful
job. It is only fair that thte producers should
have a majority on the board. If the amend-
ment is carried and the subsequent amend-
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meuit is agreed to, two other members will
he appointed by the Governor, one of whom
will represent the consumers and one will
he a person of' mercantile and commercial
experience.

lion. L. CRAIG: I have no objection to
the producers having a majority of repre-
sentation onl the board, bilt I do not think it
nececssary that they should all he producers
though they should be elected by pro-
ducers. I move an amendment-

That after the wvord "'be"' in line 6 of
paragraph (c) the words ''elected by'' be
inserted.

Hon. 0. BA. WOOD: 1 welcome the amend-
mnent. Peculiarly enough I suggested the
same auduieni to the Dairy Products Act
two sessions ago, anl amendment which Mr.
Craig opposed. There are men in this in-
dustry wh,)o are highly regarded by pro-
ducers, but who are not produers. What
juan could better represent the producers on
the hoard than one who has retired after
lhaving been engagedl in the industry for
mlany' years?

Hll. T1. MOO0RE: If the hon. member
desires the measure to receive a good recep-
tion fromt another place he should send it
down in a demnocratic for,,,, otherwise it will
he quickly rejected. I maintain that the
present measure is quite fair. There are two
producers onl the hoard, and a commercial
manl who will look after the selling side.
Further there is a Governnent, nominee who
would he a fair. man, and( one consumers'
representative. If three representatives of
one section)1 a r4 e ided onl the board the
ineasure may not receive the consideratilon it
warrants from another place.

A rue, ,dment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 4-Amendment of Section 10 of
principal Act:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Is Mr.
Wood satisfied that this is consequential on
the other clauses'

Hon. C. B WVOOD: I understand front
the Parliamentary Draftsman that the rest
of the Hill is necessary to reetiev certain
errors made in last year's measure.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 5 to 8, Tile-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

Recommittal.

On motion by Eon. J. Cornell, Bill re-
committed for the further consideration
of Clause 2.

In Committee.

Ron. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Hon.
0. B3. Wood in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2-Amendment of Section 2 of
the principal Act:

Clause put and negatived.
Bill again reported with a further amend-

ment, and the reports adopted.

BILL,-POTATO-GROWERS LICENSING.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 22nd November.

Ron. W. J. MANN (South-West)
[11.50]: 1 regret I have to approach this
subject at this stage of the session, and
would have liked further time to deal with
it. I oppose the Bill, not because I have
tiny objection to the passing of legislation
on behalf of potato-growers, but because
I have received from a large number of
])eople in the South-West very definite
objections to it. Efforts have been made in
the past two weeks to extract from many
people expressions of acceptance of the B0ll.
Some have been rather precipitate and have
replied to letters that have been, written to
the effect that they had no objection to it.
Quit(- a number of others have seen me and
asked inc what the Bill means. I have no
feeling it, the matter and am not a potato-
grower. If I were a grower and wanted
legislation I would ask for it, and if I did
not wamnt it 1 would oppose it and ask my
representatives in Parliament to do the
Same. I took the precaution of getting a
number of copies of this measure. When-
ever I was asked a question about it, I
handed over a copy and said, "That con-
tains all I know; you ean read it for your-
self." Anyone wvho examines the Bill must
admit that it is as crude a measure as was
ever introduced to this Chamber. It pro-
poses to call upon potato-growers, those
cultivating a qjuarter of an acre upwards,
to contribute a fee ranging from 10s. to £3
for the right to grow potatoes. In return
for the money, they are to get something



[CO UNCIL.)

quite negligibit, something that is really in
the clouds. They will be asked by this Bill
wo pay money into the Treasury, and the
Treasurer will then, upon the recommienda-
tion. of the Alinister for Agriculture, pay
out moneys from the special fund to any
society, association or body of persons who,
to the satisfaction of the Minister for Agri-
culture, will wholly apply such moneys to
the promlotion ol. the production, marketing,
treatment and sale of potatoes. To-day Mr.
['jesse handed to me a list of amendments.
I was astonished to find that one of these
was a proposal to cut out the very cause
for which the Bill was brought down,
namely, paragraph (a) of Subelause (2) of
Clause 4. lie proposes that potato-growers
shall, against their will-that is, so in the
case of many of themn-be asked to con-
tribute an amount of money to he used in
any manner which the Minister for Agri-
culture deems to he calculated to protect the
potato-growing industryT. Could anything he
more negligible than that? They are to be
asked to subscribe from 10s. to £3 a year,
according to the acreage, band this over to
the Minister without any conditions, and
the Minister can use the money as he
pleases. I put it to members that a blank
cheque of that description is not likely to
be acceptable to anyone. The proposal
is absurd. I commend to Mr. Piesse the
method adopted by those membhers who in-
troduced the egg-marketing measure and the
onion-marketing measure. They were com-
plete Bills. They were asked for by the
producers, who detailed what they wanted.
This Bill was not ask-ed for, it does not pro-
vide for a board, and provides for nothing
except that every person who grows from
a quarter of an acre of potatoes upwards
shall- pay a certain sum of money to
the Minister for Agriculture to deal with
as lie likes for the development and pro-
tection of the industry. I ought to leave
that portion of the Bill, and endeavour
to give the House some idea of the
potato industry as it exists at present.
In order to get the proper atmosphere and
a proper viewpoint relatively to the Bill, it
is necessary that we should realise the posi-
tion of the potato industry in this State
and in Australia. I have gone to some
trouble to take out some figures-not very
many, not sufficient to weary hion. members,
hut merely enough to indicate just what the

position of the potato industry is in this
State and in Australia at the present time.
To inake the figures as complete and as
accurate as possible, with the knowledge that
potato growing is a fluctuating business-
crops fluctuate. with the seasons-I have
taken oat a 10-years' average production inu
each case. I want lion, members to under-
stand that my authority is the Official Year
Book, the last %oluane published, which does
not iniclude the past year. In speaking of 10
years I make that reservatiobi. Thbe average
area under potatoes in the several States
of the Commnonweaith. averaged for the 10
years-New South \Vales. 19,016 acres, Vic-
toria 61,714 acres, Queensland 10,737 acres,
South Australia 5,037 acres, Western Aus-
tralia 5,007 acres, Tasmania 36,933 acres; or
a grand total, including a small area of 25
acres in Commonwealth territory, of 138,492
acres. I shall come back to these figures for
a minute and point out that the aggregate
average in the production of potatoes was
138,492 acres, of which Western Australia
contributed 3,007, a very small proportion
indeed.

1 go a little further and point out that
the average- production in tons for the same
Period of 10 years has been-New South
.%Vales 42,474 tons, 'Victoria 165,676 tons,
Queensland 17,365 tons, South Australia
19,352 tons, Western. Australia 22,151 tons,
andl Tasmania 90,976 tons, making, inclusive
of the Federal Territory's 48 tons, a grand
total of 364,062 tons. Hou. niembers will
bear in mind that production more easily
when I mention that the production of pota-
toes in Australia for the last 10 years has
been just about 1,000 tons per day-364,000
tons for the 365 days of the year. So that
when wve realise chat the tonnage grown in
tie Comnmonwcalth wvas 364,000 tons, of
whvichl WesterTL Australia produced only
22,151 tons, it will be seen how small we
loom iii the potato production of the Com-
monwealth. I do not say that in any deroga-
tory spirit, but as leading up to something
1 want to impress on lion, members later.
The average yield for the 10-year period
was-New South Wales 2.23 tons per acre,
'Victoria 2.68, Queensland 1.61, South Aus-
tralia 3.83, Western Australia-a long way
ahead-4.42, Tasmnania-the great potato
State-.63, and Federal Territory 1.92 tons
per acre. The average for the Common-
wealth was only 2.63 tons per acre over that
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period. It is gratifying indeed to find that
Western Australia has an average yield of
4.42 tons per acre, which is 1.79 tons, or
slightly more than 1% tons, per acre better
than the Commonwealth average, and com-
pares with the other States' and the Federal
Territory's average of 2.48 tons.

Now we come to the question of imports
and exports. That has a fairly important
bearing on this matter. Imports of potatoes
into Australia for the last five years were
practically negligible. We do not import any
potatoes worth talking about. The actual
quantity for the five years was 96 tons. Now
as regards exports. I think hon. members
will be surprisecd to know that they aver-
aged only 1539 tons per year for the five-
year period; and those went principally to
the Pacific Islands and Papua, The position
in Australia is that with our potato yield
we have reached almost a saturation point,
and that there is no advantage in increasing
our acreage and tonnage to any great ex-
tent, because we cannot send potatoes away
and our present crop is not easily exportable,
while our own local consumption is almost
equal to our production. Compared with the
average yield iii other countries, Australian
potato production is comparatively low.
New Zealand, for instance, has an average
of nearly t'vo to-ns. per acre in excess of the
Commonwealth return. So that while potato
growing is quite a valuable industry, it does
not offer a spacious outlook for the future.
Another illuminating series of figures shows
the production per head of population for
the past five years-approximately 119 lbs.
We produced per head of population 119 lbs.,
and consumed about 99 lbs. So that there is
veryi little margin between what we produce
and what we consume. I want to know-if
this Bill is pas sed and the potato growers
are licensed--what is behind the Bifl? As
the Bill stands at present, without considera-
tion of suggested amendments, it says that
the money is to be applied to modes of pro-
duetion which have always reached satura-
tion point, and of marketing which is not
very much use to us because we cannot
find a market-if -we find a market we
would sefl to it--

Hon. H. V. Piesse: What is wanted is
regulation.

Hon. W. J. M1ANN: Yes. At the back of
the Bill is the idea of regulating production.
When one starts to regulate production, there

[88]

is more in the Bill than appears on the sur-
face. And that is what the potato grower
thinks, and that is why he has said, "I do not
want to have anything to do with it." It is
one reason why I am opposing the Bill. I
have many other figures which I might give
hon. members, but I do not wish to weary
the House. However, here is a small set of
figures which I regard as quite illuminating.
I wish to quote it because it shows the
wonderful position, so far as Australia is
concerned, in which we stand with regard to
potato production. I have given hon. mem-
bers the acreage p~roduction and shown that
it is better by 1.79 tons than the best of the
other States. Now I propose to show the
value of the acre production. Potato crop-
value figures may easily be misleading, so I
have refrained from quoting money values.
A few figures, however, relating to 1936-37,
when all States except Queensland had
yields above the average, give ain idea of
the aggregate and acreage values. For New
South Wales the total value was £514,800
and the value per acre £20 12s. li1d; for Vic-
toria £614,447 and £13 9s. 4d., respectively;
for Queensland £1170,130 and £12 13s., res-
pectively; for South Australia £105,1.37 and
£t22 11s. 6d., respectively; for Western Aus-
tralia £C210,302 and £48 12s. 6id., respectively;
for Tasmania £549,030 and £14 17s., respec-
tively; for the Federal Territory £C1,692 and
£19q 4s, 6d., respectively; for the Common-
wealth £2,165,038 mid £16 13s., respectively.
It will thus he seen that because of our pro-
ductivity and good farming Western Austra-
lian potato growers received £31 19s. 6id. per
acre more than the average, £E33 5s. 6d. per
acre above Tasmania, and just under £28
more than Victoria.

I thought it fair to recite those figures in
order to show exactly where Western Aus-
tralia stands as regards potato production.
If I thought that there was any possible ex-
pansion of the export trade in Western Aus-
tralian potatoes, 1 should he moost happy to
do everything possible to assist towards it;
but to me it does seem quite the wron g thing
to endeavour to compel our potato growers
to contribute sums of money in order that
production may be controlled. Those potato
growers whom I have met know their busi-
ness. I am convinced that there are no more
expert potato growers in Western Australia
than those established in the South-West. I
admit that we are fortunate in being able to
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grow three crops a year. Apparently we
have a better climate, which may not always
grow a better product than the Eastern
States, but does grow a very good product
that finds here at any rate a ready market.
What is the position regarding the export
of potatoes from this State?9 We simply
export potatoes to the Eastern States when
a shortage occurs there; at no other time
can we compete successfully. We are up
against all kinds of difficulties. 11on. mnem-
bers may recollect that only two or three
days ago a consignment of 1,500 bags of
potatoes -was condemned in Sydney. I made
some inquiries find learnt that the potatoes
weore an excellent sample when shipped from
this State;. but the climatic conditions and
thle conditions under which they were ship-
ped were such that the potatoes seemed likely
to become a total loss to the grower. This
Bill did not have its% origin in Western Aus-
tralia at all. [t was suggested by a body
called, I think, thtm Federal Potato Advisory
Board, which is not a State organisation at
all, nor has it Federal or State standing. It
consists of delegates from several States
who mueet together under the high-sounding
title I have mentioned. The body has no
status that might he termied Governmental.
That body-I ami quoting froma the speech of
the sponsor of the Bill-ork a couple of occa-
sions suggested the introduction of legisla-
tion having for its ohject the registration
and control of the potato growers in the
various States; but until July last I think no
State, except Tasmania, took any notice of
the recommendation. If I heard the hon.
member correctly, hie suggested at that eon-
ferenc that hie would introduce this legis-
lation and so give effect to the wishes of
that body. I think he has gone the wrong
way about it; hie started at the wrong end.
He should have consulted-and in saying
this I hope he will pardon me-our own
Potato growers. He spoke to me some time
ago about the Bill. As I said before, I have
no feelings about the matter, hut I suggestea
that he should, before doing anything, con-
sult the potato growers as a body, and if
they desired to be registered I would do
everytin~g possible to give effect to their
wishes. That was not done. A few growers
were consulted here and there, and conse-
quently one cannot say that the Bill has any
'real justification whatever. The Bill is one,
so far as I ean see, designed to provide a
fund to send delegates to a meeting held in

0]]e of the other States. That remark may
seem a little uncharitable; but I am assured
by p)otato growers that on a previous occa-
sion an appeal was made for funds for that
purpose. A secretary of one association
told me that his association contributed £5,
but did not know what the amount was for
and it was not inclined to make any further
payment.

I do not desire to prolong the debate.
There are many things I wished to refer to.
I desire, however, to mention the extraor-
dinary ease of a grower who has one-quarter
of an acre of potatoes and who would have
to be registered if the Bill passes. I put
it to hon. members that many farmers grow
a few pototacs for their o'vn use. They grow
sumnmer and winter crops. If they plant one-
twelfth of anl acre with each crop, they would
have a quarter of' an acre for the year and
would therefore have to pay the fee of 10s.
That is a wicked imposition. There are
other matters connected with the Bill to
which I can make reference when we reach
the Committee stage. Before resuming my
seat, however, I desire to point out the taxes
that the potato grower has to pay already.
I have made out a list, and these are the
direct and indirect taxes: Federal and State
income tax, hospital fund tax; up till re-
cently' the financial emergency tax;, State
and Federal land tax, roads board -rates,
general tax, health rate, -water rate, loan
rates; some have to pay a dairy marketing
liev.y, others a dairy improvement levy; now
they' are, being asked to pay an increased
orchard registration fee; then there is the
vermin tax, car and trucek ]ienses, gun
license and hull license; a license for a
stallion, if the farmer has one, a fee if he
grows a few onions; egg license; fee for in-
sp)ection of his machinery; worker's compen-
sation; sales tax; and increased railway
freights. Now we are proposing to ask him
to pay all additional fee.

I have been informied that the House was
told that many people have Written letters
with regard to this measure. I have a list
of letters here, and can inform members that
they are mostly from dealers and people who
have not grown a potato in their fives. The
last one, strange to say, was from a man
who published it in a paper hearing may name.
I was surprised when I read it. I em referr-
ing to this man because if ever there was a
wicked case of a person without knowledge
of an industry trying to "butt in" -if I may
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use the termt-it is the case of A. E. Taylor,
wvho published that letter in the "South West-
ern News ," in which he took to task the
Marybrook Potato Growers' Association.
Taylor has never made a success of anything,
so far as I. know.

Don. J. Cornell: He is an authority on
most things.

Bon. W. J. M1ANN: He is an authority
on nothing at all. Hle told me quite recently
that he bud been living in Busselton for two
years and had made a tenner, and was no'v
trying to sell a few potatoes. Yet this man
is quoted in this Chamber as an authority.
He came from Wiluna and I doubt if lie
ever grew a potato in his life. The House
should be very chary of so-called authorities
who may be quoted here; if I have a chance
of replying after their opinion% have been
quoted I shiall make somne of them look sick.
I have only one more observation to make: I
recently received a telegram from the Mary-
brook Potato Growers' Association to the ef-
fect that the association emphatically and
unanimously objected to the Bill unless it
contained a provision excluding all growers
other than those British-born. I ask mem-
bers to consider that viewpoint. We should
deal very carefully with the measure. It
has been foisted on the growers and I ask
the House in all soberness and good faith to
reject it. I make this promise, however, that
if later on the growers express a wish to
be registered arid a properly-drawn Bill is
presented to the House-not an amateurish
attempt like tile present measure, which I
have not now the time to analyse-then I
shall be happy to give it my support.

HON. C. H. WITTENOOM (South-East)
[12.27] : 1 support the Bill. Despite what
Mr. Mlann has said. I am confident that it is
important to our- potato growers. I listened
very c arefully to Mr. Mfann's remarks, but

my- experience of the industry is different
from his. Admittedly, my knowledge of the
indutry is confined entirely to the lower
Great Southern district. I do not know the
state of the industry in the South-West dis-
trict . where 31r. liann gained his experi-
ence. Therefore, what I have to say on the
measure relates to the industry as carried
on in the Great Southern district. I con-
gratulate Mr. Piesse and Mr. Burvill. who
are the Western Australian representatives
on what is known as the Federal Potato

Advisory Council, on their excellent work
for the industry. They have done their very
best, in my opinion at all events, for the
benefit and advancement of the industry. I
have come in contact with a large number
of the growers in my district and can say,
of my personal knowledge, that Mr. Piesse
and Mr. Burvill have not spared themselves
in giving publicity to the industry and en-
deavouring to organise the growers. They
made strenuous efforts to get into touch
with all the growers. I am well ac-
quainted with the conditions of the indus-
try in that part of the State. From Ten-
terden southwards thousands of acres are
capable of growing the best varieties of
potatocs, as well as vegetables and root
crops. I understand three crops a year can
be grown. The main factor restricting pro-
duction is the limited market. In my opin-
ion, the object of the Bill is to increase these
market facilities, if possible. From inquir-
ies I have made, the growers are quite fav-
ourable to the measure. On Saturday, the
18th November, I made a tour all over the
Dennark area, it was Denmark's field day.
The Honorary Minister wvas there and I had
an opportunity of discussing the measure
with some of, the growers. r did not
Caine across one who had any' thing to
esNprc~s but praise and approval of this
Bill introduced bv M1r. Piess,'. We. have
every- facility in Albany' as a port for ex-
porting potatoes to the Eastern States. That
district is recognised in Western Australia
as being one of the heaviest producers per

acere in the State. This legislation would
encourage th gr-oving of the commodity,
and a greater production would be advanta-
geous to the State. to the Albany district
and to the port. The Albany district also
has a great name for growing good and reli-
able seed potatoes. I have been told on sev-
crml occasions by growers that they_ could
not suppfly the demand. The passing of this
legislation would be of great assistance to
those who specialise in that direction. Reg-
istration of growers would be advantageous
to the department in that it would permit of
more effective control of disease and also of
the quality* of the product. It is important
that seed potatoes should be inspected.

We have been told that insufficient pub-
licity was given to the subject before the
Bill was introduced. T can go hack some
time in recalling meetings in Albany
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in connection with the industry, and I have
heard Mdr. Piesse give more than one address
on the marketing of potatoes and the regis-
tration of growers. I mention this because
I understand that some people outside and
some members consider that insufficient pub-
licity bas been given to this Bill, but my
observations lead me to say that every en-
deavouir has been made to acquaint growers
of the proposals. Mr. Piesse has shown me
many letters and telegrams from growers
and all of them strongly support legislation
of this kind. In many instances they have
set out their reasons for doing so and good
reasons they are. In the "West Austra-
lian" of the 24th November, 1 noticed that
the Marybrook Potato Growers' Association
was objecting to this legislation. I under-
stand that is the only place from which any
objection has been received.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Quite wrong.
Hon. H. V. Piesse; That is the only ob-

jection I have had.
Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: I hope that

when Mr. Piesse replies he will give the
reasons advanced for this objection. Two
amendments have been placed on the notice
paper. Mr. Craig has one providing for a
majority of potato growers within the State
expressing, by' meanis of a referendum, their
desire for registration. I think that with
so many growers scattered about, so many
different organisations and so many foreign-
ers in the industry, it would be difficult to
conduct a satisfactory referendum. There
are also many small growers. I understand
that the gr owers having uinder two acres
of potatoes represent about 30 per cent.

Hon. W. J. Mann: How many would that
he?

Hlon. C. H. XVI'TENOOM: I cannot give
the number, but to exclude 30 per cent. of
the growers. wouild be unwise. Numerou's
growers in the metropolitan area would be
left out. The Bill mentions a quarter-of-
an-acre, hut I am inclined to think that
half-an-acre would meet the purpose. Let
Inc ask, what is the object of the Bill ? it
seeks to collect a small feec from potato
growers to be used for the purpose of ex-
ploiting new markets and advertising West-
ern Australian potatoes in the Eastern
States. One has only to recall the state-
ment. in the "West Australian" of the 2nd
December to appreciate the need for legis-
lation of this kind. Reference was made

to 1,500 bags of Potatoes having been con-
demned in Sydney. This, of course, is only
a small quantity, hut it meant that those
potatoes had to be disposed of in Victoria
or elsewhere, and it takes only a few extra
bags to upset a market. If the growers
were registered, they could arrange to have
a. ]cprcr-entative in Sydney looking ateri
their interests. If they had had a repre-
sentative there last week, probably those
1,500 bags would not have been condemned.
Victoria grows considerably more potatoes
than are consumed within the State; South
Australia just about supplies its own re-
quirements, but New South Wales grows
only half its requirements and that is where
we look for our best market. Certainly it
would be worth while having a representa-
tive to further our interests there.

Before concluding I should like to refer
to the great loss suffered by growers of the
Great Southern during December and Janu-
ary last when floods occurred in the Albany
district. This loss was very disheartening
to growers, and although the Government
gave all possible assistance and gave it
pr-omptly, had there been an organisation
such as is provided for in this Bill, the mis-
fortune could have been dealt with mnuch
more satisfactorily to the growers. I sin-
cerely hope that members will give the Bill
careful consideration, and I have no hesita-
tion in saying that the growers in the Great
Southern district earnestly desire that it be
passed. I support the second reading.

On motion by Ron. G. W. Mliles, debate
adjourned.

BILL-INANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Assembly's Message.

MRessage from the Assembly notifying that
it had disagreed to the amendments made by
the Council now considered.

In Co9mmittee.

Ron. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clanse 3. In paragraph (i)
Delete the word "sixteen"' in lines 10 and
11 and] substitute the word "thirteen."

No. 2. Clause .3. In paragraph (ii):
Delete the word "sixteen" and substitute the
word "thirteen.")
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No. 3. Clause 3. In paragraph (iii) :
Delete the word "'three" and substitute the
word "to.

The CHAIRMIAN: The Assembly's reason
for disagreeing to all three amendments is-

The effect of the Proposed amendment
wouild be that persons receiving less than the
basic wage would be brought within the scope
of the financial emergency tax. This is con-
trary to the principle agreed to by Parlin-
meat for several years.

The CHIEF SECRETARY :-I move-
That the amendments be not insisted on,

The arguinients have been traversed several
timies during thle last few days. This Bill
is Strictly in vceordanee with the policy of
the Government and has been in operation
for several vei's, aid this Chamber, by in-
sisting oil thle amendments, would simply be
dcniandiing that a large number of people
who) have! been' exeizpt during the last few
years shall he taxed.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: We in this
Chiamber do nsot recognise Government policy,
but We are concerned about the finances of
the State. We have fought against certain
exemptions right through and have certainly
not aipproved of them. I feel sure the Com-
mittee will adhere to its previous decision
and the easiest way would be for the Chief
Secretary to withdraw his motion and to
request a conference at once.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: To facilitate
matters I ask leave to withdraw my motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

Hon. C. F. B3AXTER:- I mnove-
That the Council request a conference.

Question pitt and passed.

[The President took the Chair.]

Resolution reported and thle report
adopted.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I mov-
That the Assembly be requested to grant

a conference, and that the Council'Is managers
he elected by ballot.

Question put aind passed.

Conference Mana gers Alppointed.

Ballot taken.

The PRESIDENT: The result of the
ballot shows that the managers appointed

aire the_ Chief Secretary, Hon. C. F. Baxter,
and Hon. J. XN:cholson.

M1essage accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

House adjourned at 12.58 a.m. (Wednesday.)

legisative iissembip.
Tuesday, 51h December, 1939.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

The Minister for Mines and State Batteries
Charge.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES Mon. A.
H. Panton-Leederville) [4.341: 1 desire to
make a personal explanation which is in the
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